08 SEP 1998
Mahat hi r - Expl anati on (Reactions)
GRASSROOT LEADERS SATI SFI ED W TH DR MAHATHI R S EXPLANATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 8 (Bernama) -- Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s expl anation to
the grassroot |eaders today on why Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas di sm ssed
fromthe government and the party had hel ped to clear confusion in the
matter.

Several branch and divisional Umo | eaders net after the closed door
meeting at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here said they understood
why the Prime M nister and Umo Suprene Council had to resort to such
drastic measure.

Sabah Wanita Umo | eader Datuk Norjan Bahadar Khan said it was clear
that Dr Mahathir had given in alot to Anwar before deciding to strip him of
hi s Cabi net posts.

"The di sm ssal was not cruel but supported by facts. Cpportunity was
al so given to him (Anwar) to resign. Sabah Wanita Umo is satisfied with
t he explanation and it was done for the good of the party,"” she said.

Pagoh Umo divisional |eader Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin said there was
total commtment fromthose present in their support in the dismssal of
Anwar .

He said the branch and divisional |eaders would be able to explain to
party nmenbers at the grassroot |evel now that they were clear about the
i ssue.

An Umo veteran Datuk Aziz Tapa neanwhil e descri bed the action agai nst
Anwar as appropriate and just.

He said that even though Anwar was dism ssed before being charged in
court, it had to be done because it was a question of norals.

"Mrals and laws are two different things. If no decision was made by
Umo and Dr Mahathir, then all of us would be accountable to the Al m ghty
and this is no small matter,"” he said.

Pul au Pi nang Wanita Umo | eader Sharifah Am nah Syed Mbhaned sai d she
accepted the explanation since it came fromthe party president.

But, she said she would like to hear "the other party's" side of the
story to clear any doubt.
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