09/ 10/ 1998
Great potential for Mal aysia to becone convention centre

| zat un Hani m Shari

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Despite the conventions and exhi bitions i ndustry
facing a decline inrevenue, the Mal aysi an Associ ati on of Convention and
Exhi bition O gani sers and Suppliers sees potential in Ml aysia becomng a
centre of excellence for conventions and exhi bitions.

Associ ati on president Steven Thong sai d al t hough the revenue for the
i ndustry dropped by between 20 and 30 per cent this year due to the
current econom ¢ sl owdown, Maceos was wor ki ng towards pronoting t he
country to hold world-class conventions and exhi bitions.

"This is because Mal aysia can of fer high-standard conventi ons,
exhi bitions and conference facilities conpl emented by excel | ent
infrastructure includingthe newKL I nternational Airport, enhanced port
facilities and i nproved transportation systens," he said at the M nes
Exhi bition centre

The revenue fromexhi bitions dropped to RM00 mi|lion this year compared
with RML billion |ast year.

Thong sai d Maceos anti ci pated the exhibition industry to pick up as
aggressi ve pronoti ons were taking place in countries around the worl d.

"W expect a marginal increase of three or four per cent next year and
we will continue with our continuous pronotions to attract nore
i nternational exhibitions," he added

Thong sai d the associ ati on had set up marketing of fi ces and had
representatives overseas for this task

"I't is inportant that Ml aysians realise the spin-off nultiplier effect
of nore than ei ght tinmes which exhibitions and conventions bring into the
economny, benefiting side businesses such as stand contractors, adverti sing
agencies, printers and retail outlets."”

Thong, who is al so Reed Exhi bitions Sdn Bhd general mnanager, said the
third Apec International Trade Fair '98 to be hel d at the M nes Exhi bition
Centre in Kuala Lumpur fromNov 13 to 16, denonstrated the country's
capability in hosting internationally-renowned events

To be officiated by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, the
fair is held in conjunction with the Apec | eaders neeting (Nov 17 and 18)
and the Apec M nisterial Meeting (Nov 14 and 15) here.

Thong sai d t he associ ati on was confident that foll ow ng the success of
hosting the 16t h Commonweal t h Ganes, Ml aysi a can host worl d-cl ass trade
fairs and i npress foreign tourists.

Country Hei ghts Hol di ngs group managi ng di rector Tan Sri Lee Ki mYew
sai d the conpany woul d j oi n Maceos' pronotions' initiative to pronote the
country to becone a top conventions and exhi bitions centre.

"Ml aysi a can becone a new destination for conventions as it has a | ot
of convention, exhibition and conference facilities such as the Putra
Wrl d Trade Centre that can accommodat e 21, 400 peopl e, the M nes
Exhi bition Centre (35,000), Sunway Pyram d (5, 600) and Sabah Trade Centre
(10, 000)."

Lee said Ml aysia was strategically-placed and nore conpetitive price-
wi se conpared with other countries in the region due to the cheaper
currency exchange rate.

Themed " Enhanci ng A obal Conpetitiveness Through Technol ogy and Hurman
Resource Devel opnent"”, the trade fair will focus on how newtechnol ogi es
and skill ed manpower contribute to the dynam c devel opnent of Apec
econom es as well as products, technol ogi es and progranmes related to



"Ener gency Preparedness".

The fair, which will occupy over 10,000 square netres of exhibition
space, is expected to attract nore than 20, 000 domesti ¢ and i nternati onal
visitors.

Currently, nmore than 50 | ocal conpanies including DRB-H com G oup,

Tel ekomMal aysi a Ber had, CGol den Hope Pl antati ons, Renong Group, Southern
Bank Ber had, Cel comMal aysi a Sdn Bhd and Mal aysi an Sheet d ass Ber had,
have confirmed their bookings for the trade fair.

Anong the countries that have confirmed participation in Apec are
Brunei, Canada, Chile, Hong Kong, China, Japan, Korea, Thail and, Mexico
and Thai l and and nenber s-desi gnat e Peru, Papua New Gui nea and Vi et nam

Australia, Papua New CGui nea and Si ngapore have al so booked exhi bition
spaces.
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