26/ 06/ 1998

Greetings to Mbzanbi que, Madagascar

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar congratul at ed
Mozanbi que presi dent Joaqui mAl berto Chi ssano in conjunctionwththe
country's | ndependence Day today.

"We are confident that the present warmand cordial relations will be
i nproved i n the conmi ng years under Your Excellency's abl e | eadership,”
Tuanku Ja' af ar sai d.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhaned, in a simlar nmessage to
his counterpart Dr Pascoal Manuel Mocunbe, said he had accepted the
invitation fromChissano to visit Mdzanbi que next nonth.

"l do hope we can continue to expl ore ways of expandi ng areas of co-
operation that will be nmutually beneficial to our peoples," he said.

Forei gn M ni ster Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi hoped that Ml aysi a and
Mbzanbi que woul d conti nue wor ki ng t oget her t owards furthering existing
bilateral relations for the benefit of both countries.

He said this in his nessage to his counterpart Dr Leonardo Sinmo.

The King has al so sent a congratul atory nmessage to Madagascar's
presi dent, Didier Ratsinaka on the occasion of the republic's National Day
t onor r ow.

Wsma Putra said in a statement that Dr Mahathir al so sent a
congratul atory nessage to his counterpart, Dr Pascal Rakatomaro.

Dr Mahathir said: "Since the establishnment of diplomatic relations
bet ween our two countries, there have been significant devel opnments in our
bil ateral rel ations.

"I amconvinced that based on our aspirations and conmon i nterests, our
bilateral relations can be further strengthened. "

Abdul I ah, in his message to the Foreign M ni ster of Madagascar, Herizo
Jossi cher Razafi nahal eo, said he hoped t he bond of friendship between the
two countries would continue to grow.
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