01/ 10/ 1998
Goup calls for inquiry into assault allegations

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Several individuals and non-governnment al

organi sati ons today call ed on the Governnent to carry out an "i nmedi ate
and transparent™ inquiry into the all eged assault on Datuk Seri Anwar

I brahi mwhile in police custody.

They al so urged the Governnent to ensure that Anwar received a fair and
just trial "in accordance with the hi ghest standard of judicial conduct”.

Anong those nmaking the call are Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor, Dr
Chandra Muzaffar, president of the International Mvenent for a Just
World, Qpposition | eader and DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang, and Bar
Counci | vice-president R R Chel varaj ah.

Chandra said in a statenent that there should al so be a full and honest
expl anation fromthe I nspector-General of Police, Tan Sri Abdul Rahim
Noor, and the Honme Affairs Mnister on the matter.

"Anwar shoul d al so be given a fair hearing so that the world will know
the whol e truth behind the assault," Chandra said.

He al so proposed that a teamof doctors check on Anwar's physi cal
condition at regular intervals and report to the public on his well-being,
and to allow Anwar's | awers and wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan
Ismail, their children and fanmly nenbers to visit himregul arly.

Li msai d Mal aysi ans shoul d thensel ves speak up to denmand the full est and
inmpartial inquiry intothe allegations of assault and for those i nvol ved
to be brought to justice.

He also referred to a nedical report by Datuk Dr Ahrmad Shukri Mbhanad,
an eye specialist, whomhe (Linm said was appointed by Anwar's famly to
exam ne Anwar .

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Mbhat hir Mohamad today hel d a speci al Press
conference to announce that an i ndependent police teamwould investigate
the all egations and said that police brutality would not be tol erated.

Incalling for theinquiry into the assault, Bar Council's Chel varaj ah
said this was to ensure that Anwar was protected from"any further assault
or any physical threat".

"It appears that the recent statenment of the authorities that Datuk Seri
Anwar was safe and sound was not al together correct.

"The Bar Council calls upon the Home Affairs Mnister to bring the
perpetrators of the assault to be charged under the Penal Code for causing
grievous hurt," said Chel varaj ah.

Fadzil, issuing a statenment in his capacity as chairman of the new y-
formed Mal aysi an Peopl e's Justice Movenment (CGerak), called for the
establ i shment of an i ndependent commi ssion to investigate the allegations.

He added that Anwar's fam |y and NGOs "defendi ng justice" shoul d be
given the opportunity to attend his trial.

Anwar's wife, their daughters, Anwar's father and father-in-law had been
attendi ng the court proceedings in Kual a Lumpur and Petal i ng Jaya over the
| ast two days.
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