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GROWIH | N EASTERN CORRI DOR TO BE DI FFERENT FROM WEST CQOAST, SAYS MAHATHI R

By: S. Durga Varnma

KUANTAN, June 13 (Bernama) -- The governnent wants industrial growth in
the Eastern Corridor to develop differently fromthe west coast of
peni nsul ar Mal aysia, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
t oday.

For the Eastern Corridor, the plan was to devel op i ndustries such as
petrol eum and gas, chem cals and heavy industries, he said.

The Eastern Corridor enconpasss the east coast states of Pahang,
Terengganu, Kel antan, parts of Johor, Sabah and Sarawak.

In the west coast, the concentration was in seni-conductors as well as
el ectronics and el ectrical industries, he said when openi ng the Pahang
Cenent Sdn Bhd factory, the first integrated cenent plant of its kind to be
conmi ssioned in the Eastern Corridor, at Bukit Sagu, near here.

Pahang Cement's nanagi ng director, Tan Sri Francis Yeoh, said the
cenent plant was established to assist in the devel opment of Pahang and the
Eastern Corri dor.

He sai d Pahang Cenent had been able to neet three very rigid
conditions: having the | atest technol ogy and nost efficient design, highest
productivity level in Ml aysia and nost environnment-friendly plant in the
country.

"Gone are the days of inport protection. Under Afta (Asean Free Trade
Area), tariffs of no nore than zero to 5.0 per cent will be inplenented by
the year 2003. It is therefore necessary to prepare for a climte of rea
conpetition,” he said.

"If we can achi eve these goals and conpete profitably in our hone
mar ket, then we should be able to be in a position to export on a
commer ci al basis.”

Yeoh sai d that when investing in cenment manufacturing, one was taking a
deci sion for 30 years or nore.

"I can safely say that the RW00 million plant is a |large and solid
i nvestnent taken quite pro-actively in recognition of a clear policy and
decl ared needs. W certainly believe in the future and as further proof of
our faith, the YTL Group alone has conmitted itself to current projects in
cement and concrete products with total investnment exceedi ng RVb0O
mllion," he added.
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