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PM Sci ence, technology vital for advancenent

Adel i ne Ong

THE Governnent is striving to upgrade the people's skills in various
fields especially science and technol ogy, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad sai d yesterday.

He said that it will be an inproverment if people, particularly Mislins
in Malaysia, are skilled in the field of science and technology as this
wi Il make them nore advanced.

At the sane tinme, Dr Mahathir said, people need to possess confidence
and hi gh noral s.

"I't is no use if a person has skills but is of lownorals as this will
be sel f-danmagi ng and hurt the comunity and the country.

"Even though the country is facing econonic pressures, this does not
danpen the Governnment's enthusiasmto develop the nation,"” he said in his
address in the souvenir programme of the Maal Hijrah cel ebrations.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar | aunched the national |evel
cel ebrations thened "Country's Well being, Qur Responsibility" at the Pusat
I slamin Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Dr Mahathir al so said that devel oping the country neans devel opi ng the
unmmah.

"Devel opi ng the ummah is the way to propagate Islam This cannot be done
if Muslins are weak and backward, " Dr NMahat hir added.

The Governnment is making efforts to propagate |Islamand devel op the
umah t hrough education and this has resulted in reductions in the
illiteracy rate, poverty and unenpl oynent.

The illiteracy rate in Malaysia at present is 12 per cent, poverty is at
8.9 per cent and the unenploynment rate, 2.5 per cent.

"This is why the country has devel oped qui ckly and nmanaged to becone a
commercial centre in this region,” he said.

The Prime M nister added that Ml aysia has succeeded in reducing the
illiteracy rate to lower than 12 per cent, while the global illiteracy
rate for Muslins is about 40 per cent.

Dr Mahat hir, Cabinet m nisters, nmenbers of the diplomatic corps and
Department of |slam c Advancenent director-general Datuk Abdul Hami d
Zai nal Abidin were anong the 1, 300 peopl e who attended the cel ebrati ons at
Pusat | sl am

This year no Maal Hijrah awards were presented.

Bernama reports: In Kelantan, the Sultan advised Muslinms to be sincere
and united.

A united Muslimconmunity will be able to overconme negative tendencies
and be in a position to resolve the econonmic problens, he said at the Maal
H jrah 1419 cel ebrations at the Masjid Ismail Petra in Kubang Kerian near
Kot a Bar u.

I n Sarawak, Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Ahmad Zai di Adruce Muhamaed Noor
joined 5,000 Muslins to celebrate the state-level Maal H jrah at the
Masjid Janek at Petra Jaya near Kuchi ng.

In Perak, Sultan Azlan Shah urged Muslinms during the current period of
econom ¢ turmoil to re-evaluate thensel ves and recall their past doings.

He said Muslins should draw up strategi es and progranmmes well to ensure
that their actions do not worsen the situation.

Each bad occurrence was the result of m stakes of Man itself, he said at
the state | evel Maal Hijrah celebrations in Ipoh.

In Terengganu, the Sultan urged the people to be ready to nmake



sacrifices for their own well-being and that of the comrunity and nati on

He said this at the state |level Maal Hijrah cel ebrations at the Kol e
Ugama Sul tan Zai nal Abidin (Kusza) in Kuala Terengganu.

The Sultan urged Muslins to further strengthen their unity and be
prepared to face the problens and obstacles that might energe in the new
year particularly when the country is facing econom ¢ problens.

In practising the Maal Hijrah spirit, any attitude which is not line
with Islam c teachi ngs shoul d be di scarded, he said when | aunching the
Maal Hijrah cel ebrations at Wsnma Darul Aman in Alor Star.

In Sabah, Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai |aunched the state
| evel Maal Hijrah celebrations at Wsnma Majlis Agana | sl am Sabah in Kota
Ki nabal u.

In Negri Senbilan, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd | sa Adul Samad said
Musl i ms nust excel in all fields so that they would not be |l eft behi nd now
and in the 21st century.

He said Muslins should free thenselves fromall fornms of colonialism
because at present even though nany |slamnmic countries were independent
still many nore were under the col onial yoke in several areas including
t he economi c sector.

In Johor, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman urged Muslins to unite
to ensure the well-being of the unmah and the country which is facing a
difficult econom c situation
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