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Mahat hi r - Haze
M SI A TO COOPERATE W TH NEI GHBOURS TO FI GHT HAZE

KUALA LUMPUR, May 3 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said today Malaysia will cooperate with its neighbours to put in
place all facilities to protect the venues of the 16th Conmonweal t h Ganes
here fromthe haze probl em

"We are working hard to ensure that there is no haze during the Ganes,
he said after a neeting with the Ganmes volunteers at the M nes exhibition
centre in Sri Kenbangan, near here.

He said the neasures to be taken to tackle the problemincl uded
cl oud-seeding to increase the rainfall and efforts to nake the air cleaner
and cl earer.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia woul d extend assistance to Indonesia if
forest fires break out in that country during the Games. This included
sending firemen and equi pment to conbat such fires.

He said Mal aysia would al so hel p Indonesia to carry out cloud-seeding
to induce rain in areas affected by the fires.

"It will not be an easy task to handle but we are sure that we can
reduce the anount of haze," he said.

The hazy condition in several parts of the region is blaned on open
burning activities and forest fires.

Asked what woul d becone of the Ganes' facilities after the staging of
the event, scheduled from Sept 11 to 21, Dr Mahathir said the governnent
woul d take steps to pronote a wi der usage of such facilities.

"There will be nore conpetition, open chanpi onshi ps and al so events not
necessarily related to sports,” he said, adding that they could be for
ent ert ai nnent purposes and bi g gat herings.

During the nmeeting with 5,000 volunteers, he said the government spent
about RML billion to build stadiuns and sport conplexes for the Ganes.

On allegations that foreign athletes mght not be participating in the
Ganes due to the haze situation, Dr Mahathir said he had not heard about
t hem

"This is the kind of rumours that we nornmally hear,"’
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he sai d.
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