11 MAR 1998
| ndonesi a- Habi bi e
HABI Bl E CONFI RVED AS | NDONESI AN VI CE- PRESI DENT

JAKARTA, March 11 (Bernamm) -- Prof Dr Bacharuddi n Jusuf Habibie (BJ
Habi bi €) was unani nously confirned by the Peoples' Consultative Assenbly
(MPR) tonight as Indonesian Vice-President for the term endi ng 2003.

Habi bi e, who [ ast held the post of Research and Technol ogy Mnistry,
repl aces Try Sutrisno, a retired general and former chief of the Indonesian
Armed Forces.

The confirmation of the appoi ntment of Habibie, the sole candidate for
t he post, was announced by MPR Speaker Har noko.

Habi bie will be sworn in at the MPR buil ding tonorrow norning.

Born in Pare-pare, South Sul awesi on June 25, 1936, Habi bie received
his education in Aachen, Germany, in aircraft construction engi neering up
to doctorate |evel.

After receiving his PhD in 1965, he worked with aircraft manufacturer
Hanbur ger Fl ugzeugbau (HFB) and later with Messerschnmtt Boel kow Bl ohm
(MBB) in Germany where he becane one of its vice-presidents.

He was recalled by President Suharto in 1974 and four years | ater was
appoi nt ed Research and Technol ogy M nister.

Habi bi e was nomi nated vice-president for his capability and experience
and continuity in national devel opnent and al so because he could work wth
Presi dent Suharto, a prerequisite for the post.

Meanwhil e, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad i s anong the
foreign governnent |eaders to a congratul atory nessage to Suharto who was
sworn in today as |Indonesian President for the seventh five-year term

According to the ANTeve tel evision station, the nmessage was conveyed
t hrough the Mal aysi an enbassy here.

The ot her | eaders who have sent simlar nessages included President
Jiang Zemin and Prine Mnister Li Peng of China and President Fidel Ranos
of the Philippines. -- BERNAVA
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