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WHAT is Mahathir up to? Cut out the polemcs and that's probably the one
question on lay mnds each time the Prinme Mnister introduces a new policy
or makes a hard-hitting statenent that concerns us.

Readers won't find straightforward answers in H ng Hung Yong's CEO
Mal aysia. In fact, they m ght even end up with nore questions than
answers, says the author, who attenpts "to define Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir's
strategi es, make sense of what he's been doing, and put it all down in
sone ki nd of order".

After establishing "this is how he thinks and this is how it happened",
H ng then prods Ml aysians into asking: What is appropriate? Could things
have been better?

"You can read the book as an exposition of Mahathir's thoughts and what

he did, or you could go further and ask - is it good enough for the
future?"

By querying the validity of assunptions, H ng hopes to get readers to
question whet her what worked before can still work for the future. O, is
there sufficient public debate to try to define and understand what is
happeni ng.

The ability to deci pher the PMs strategies would lead to a better
under st andi ng of nation-building, the fundamental pillars of which are
cohesi on and coherence. Cohesion involves the country's physical
strengt hs, while coherence concerns history, culture, race, religion, and
a sense of community.

On the whol e, CEO Mal aysia targets the chall enges of building a plural
society. "I don't pretend to suggest at any point that there is an idea
or optimal way of handling this issue. Mdderation is paramunt - we need
to keep our heads, test the ground, and continue to |learn and experinment,"
says H ng.

"The multi-racial nature of the country underlines the fact that we have
very conpl ex probl ens, nmuch nore than el sewhere. W have nanaged to cone a
| ong way and managed not too badly.

"But this is not to suggest we have all the answers. W have committed
ourselves to live in nulti-racial harnony and nust not |ose sight of that.
W can never give up.”

It does not help that nmany econom c issues are aligned with ethnic and
cultural ones, H ng says. Only by separating themcan Ml aysi ans
understand the problens better and arrive at sone sol ution

Asked where readers should draw the |ine between his opinions and t hose
of his subject's, he replies that without resorting to theory, CEO
Mal aysia is basically a straightforward conmentary at understandi ng "how
we' ve done it, howthis guy thought we should do it, and now that we have
done it, where do we go from here?"

More inmportantly, the book asks who has got it right, and what is right?

"There is never an ideal way, so where do you draw the line? If | don't
ask, | don't know. "

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir operates on different |levels, H ng concludes. To
assess himobjectively, one has to step back and see the whol e picture.

Al t hough he attenpts to | ook at the basics of nation-building at a | onger
stretch, his book has limtations in that it serves only as "a
cont enporary snapshot".

( END)
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