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Hard work ahead after w nning seat

Zainul Arifin
INthe el evator at the Mal aysian nmission to the United Nations building, a
much relieved Datuk Hasny Agampointed to his wife and said:

"She will be another Security Council w dow. "

Datin Mudlifah Mohd Yusof replied she would be able to live with that,
havi ng al ready gone t hrough the m || when Hasny was part of the Security
Council teamthe | ast time Mal aysia had a seat there (1989-1990).

Hours earlier, Malaysia had received the nod fromthe UN Genera
Assenmbly to occupy a non-permanent menber seat for the 1999-2000 peri od.
It got 174 of 176 votes cast, and will join Argentina, Canada, Nam bi a and
The Net herl ands as new nenbers in January.

But the career diplomat, who describes hinself as a born worrier, did
not have an easy tine until the voting. Al though Ml aysia was the
candi dat e of choice for the region, Hasmy felt it would only sneak in.

He was afraid that recent political events at home coul d col our sone
di pl omats' perception of the country, and could result in protest votes. A
country needs two-thirds support fromthe General Assenbly, and a
candi dacy coul d be derailed if it failed toget it. If that happened,

Mal aysi a woul d have to withdraw its candi dacy.

A UNofficial had a day earlier even suggested to journalists that
Mal aysi a coul d expect sone protest votes. The question for Hasmy t hen was
how si gni fi cant woul d the protest be.

A Western di pl omat assured himon the eve of the voting that the
political situation back hone was not sonet hi ng del egat es woul d be
concer ned about when eval uati ng Mal aysi a.

"I't's not on ny radar screen. If | seeablip, | would tell you," the
di plomat told him

Nevert hel ess, Hasny was concerned. He had various nunbers given to him
by his of ficers. Sone were optinistic, sone pessim stic. He shared with
some of his officers that perhaps Mal aysi a woul d get about 155 votes, a
comendabl e figure by any measure, but that did not ease the pressure he
felt.

Hasmy did not do anything unusual that Thursday norning. He did not wear
his favourite tie. In fact the one he had on was one that he sel domwore
since he felt it did not match any of his suits. But Mudlifah convinced
hi m ot her wi se.

H s deputy Rastam Mohd |sa, however, did wear his school tie, one that
he felt had al ways brought himl uck

Had Hasmny | ooked at the rows of flag poles in the UN conpound that
drizzling nmorning, and had he been a superstitious person, he woul d have
regarded as bad omen to see the Mal aysian flag draped wet around its
pol es, while those bel onging to the other 184 nenbers were flapping wildly
in the wnd.

In the end, Hasnmy had nothing to worry about at all. Ml aysia's stock
remai ned high, as he would say later, and that the result indicated that
del egates saw Mal aysia in the | arger context - howit performed the |ast
time it was on the Security Council, its track record in the United
Nations and its ability to articul ate the views of the devel opi ng worl d.

"As far as | amconcerned, it is an overwhel m ng support for Ml aysi a,
except for two (votes)."

The good support received was the cul mi nation of a fewyears of work
after Mal aysia made known its intention. As it is the slots for Asia for a



non- per manent seat on the Security Council have been spoken for until the
year 2012

The canpai gn for a Security Council seat was undertaken wor| dw de
t hrough t he vari ous enbassi es. Forei gn M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi , and in some cases, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
hel ped. But the bul k of the work was done i n New YorKk.

The way things work i n the United Nations, sonetimes countries trade
commitrments with each ot her. For exanple, in support of Malaysia's bid for
a Security Council seat, a country might request a quid pro quo where it
woul d vote for Malaysia as long as the latter woul d vote for it in future.
But then agai n because the ballots were secret, nothing could be taken for
grant ed.

As the United Nations session began in the mddle of |ast nonth, Hasny
and his officers made their rounds neeting di pl omats from nenber
countries. Hasny net al nost all anbassadors to i ntroduce hinsel f; he had
repl aced | ong-tine permanent representative Tan Sri Razali Ismail in
April, and was al so rem nding themof Ml aysia's candi dacy. Sone t ook
note, while others gave their outright endorsenents.

There were al so the | unches and di nners, nost of themheld in his
apartnment. Wen they were canpai gning for the 1989-1990 term Hasny and
hi s col | eagues t ook diplomats for dinners and | unches at a nearby Chi nese
restaurant so often that in the end he could not | ook at the restaurant
without feeling alittle bit sick

Thi s year's canpai gn was capped with a reception hosted by Abdul | ah | ast
week.

"There were also a lot of |ast-mnute handshakes and | obbyi ng at the
I ndonesi an | ounge before the voting," he said, referring to an area near
the General Assenbly hall

It was |ike a market pl ace then, with i ntense | obbyi ng everywhere. Hasny,
the career diplomat unconfortably turned into a politician, pressing
endl ess flesh Ii ke a seasoned wakil rakyat.

This year's election was different fromthe canpai gn in 1988 when
Mal aysi a was conpeti ng agai nst Bangl adesh for the Asian seat. There was
i ntense canpai gning that led to Ml aysi a energi ng the wi nner

Before the voting started, one officer was assi gned to each of the 12
rows of desks in the hall of the General Assenbly. They were told to
rem nd del egates to cast their votes and at the sane tine not to forget
Mal aysi a' s candi dacy. On their desks were remni nders fromMal aysi a
personal i sed to each country, in the six official | anguages of the United
Nati ons, again rem ndi ng themof Ml aysia's candi dacy.

During the break after the voting, the congratul ati ons began al t hough
the votes were still being counted

"I thought then | should not worry too nuch,” Hasmny said, but he was
rem nded of the anbassador fromBahrain | ast year whomhe saw sweat i ng
while waiting for the results, although the country was a shoe-in with the
Asi an endor senent .

| medi ately after the counting was conpl eted, Hasmy had to put on his
ear-pi ece to hear the results as they were announced i n Spani sh. There was
a round of cheer, handshakes and backsl appi ng anong t he Mal aysi an
del egati on. The nuch-relieved Hasny, who | ooked quite frazzled earlier
was soon after mobbed by fell owdipl omats congratul ati ng hi m

After managing to extricate hinself he called his boss Foreign M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi - it was al nost midnight in Malaysia - to
report the good news. Abdul | ah was el at ed and i mredi at el y asked hi mwhat
he needed to ensure a good job in the Security Council

They congrat ul at ed each ot her, as Abdul | ah had a hand in the
canpai gni ng, having spent two weeks in New York beginning | ate | ast nonth,



hol di ng 30 bil ateral meetings and attendi ng countl ess others to remni nd
anbassadors and | eaders of Ml aysi a's candi dacy.

Hasny said apart fromthe obvious recognition givento the country, the
Security Council seat al so gave Mal aysi a an opportunity to contributeto
i nternational peace and security, which fall within the anbit of the body.

"Of all the organs of the United Nations, the Security Council is
considered to be the executive armof the United Nations," he said, adding
that resol utions formul ated there were bindi ng.

The General Assenbly, on the other hand, was nore like a legislative arm
and whileits resolutions carriedthe noral authority of menber countri es,
t hey were neverthel ess non-bi ndi ng.

For the 1989-1990 term by all accounts, Hasny said, Ml aysia did very
well. It had a good track record, it presided over the council tw ce and
was able to articulate the views of the devel oping world well. It did wel
under pressure as anong the highlights then were the shooting down by the
United States of two Libyan jets and the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq.

"There i s now much expectations for us to maintain our track record. W
will speak and will not shirk fromour responsibility."

Hasny said the task nowwas to start boning up on the i ssues expected to
be di scussed next year. These include the crisis in the Geat Lake regi on
in Africa. Another is the continuing Bal kans probl em the | atest being
Serbi a' s aggressi on agai nst et hnic Al bani ans i n Kosovo.

A remant of the 1989-1990 session would continue to dom nate the
council - the econom ¢ sanctions agai nst Irag. Sanctions, Hasny said,
shoul d be used sparingly and not a political weapon to punish countries
whi ch some nmenbers were not happy with. Care nust be taken to ensure that
sanctions did not have drastic humanitari an consequences.

Hasmy said Mal aysia would al so try to nake the Security Council nore
transparent and invol ve ot her nenbers of the United Nations through the
General Assenbly.

He prom sed that despite being in the Security Council, Ml aysia woul d
not neglect its other responsibilities inthe rest of the United Nations,
such as the General assenbly or the Econoni ¢ and Soci al Counci |

"We plan to be visible, here, there and everywhere."

Hasmy sai d non-permanent nenbers woul d continue to have to work within
the realities that the Security Council was domi nated by the five
per manent nenbers - Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States -
but as was seeninits | ast experience, Ml aysi a coul d band together with
the others to i nfluence the decisions of the Security Council .

"There are linmts to what we can do there. But we have to gal vani se
support fromthe others."

An advant age Mal aysi a had, he said, was that both he and Rastamwere in
the 1989-1990 team

"The institutional nenory is still there."

Nevert hel ess, Rastamsai d the Security Council was different nowfrom
then. For one, the workload had i ncreased trenmendously; there were 659
resol uti ons passed bet ween 1945 and August 1990, and fromthen till now
t here had been 600 nore. Al so then the Cold War was still on, but nowthe
Sovi et enpire had di sintegrated.

Rust amrenenbers that during the height of the Gulf crisis he was often
either inthe office or at the United Nations, and when he did nmanage to
return honme early his daughter woul d be surpri sed.

The nature of the Security Council was that a neeting could be held at
any time of the day, thus diplomats would have to be on call 24 hours a
day for two years. For exanple, the first resolution pertainingtolraq's
i nvasi on of Kuwait came out at 4.30am

"We are extrenely grateful and gratified to be back in the Council after



10 years," he said, adding that it would be unlikely that Ml aysia could

be back 10 years from now.
Asked if |l eading the teamin the Security Council woul d be his crowning

pr of essi onal achi evenent, the 54-year-old Hasny said:
"I amgoing to retire soon, in that sense it can be considered as a

crowning. "
(END)
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