05 MAY 1998
Umo - Harris
HARRI S HAS LEFT UVNO EARLI ER, SAYS PARTI BERSEKUTU

KOTA KI NABALU, May 5 (Bernama) -- Datuk Harris Salleh, who was expelled
fromUmo |ast night for joining Sabah's Parti Bersekutu, had resigned as a
menber of an Umo branch in Labuan on March 6, his new party said today.

Parti Bersekutu deputy secretary-general IbrahimKalali said in a
statenment that Harris, who is now Parti Bersekutu president, tendered his
resignation fromUmo in a letter dated March 6 to the Ransay branch in
Labuan.

| brahimal so circulated to the nedia copies of Harris' resignation
letter to the Labuan Federal Territory Umo Liaison Conmttee secretary.

Prime Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad | ast
ni ght announced Harris's expul sion from Umo because the Umo constitution
prohi bits a menber from enbracing another political party.

The deci sion was nmade by the Umo Suprenme Council, the party's highest
pol i cy- maki ng body, which net in Kuala Lunpur |ast night.

" We don't allow Umo nenbers to join another party. He (Harris) is now
a menber of another party and has been expelled,” Dr Mahathir told a news
conference after chairing the neeting.

Harris, a former Sabah chief mnister, was appointed Acting President
of Bersekutu |last March 29 while he was still an Umo nmenber in the Ranmsay
branch of the Labuan division, Dr Mahathir said.

Harris had been an Umo nmenber since March 29, 1991 and his nenbership
nunmber was 01478797.

Meanwhi | e, Sabah Ummo Liai son Committee secretary Datuk Yahya Hussin
has advi sed party divisional |eaders especially to inmediately ascertain
that no Umo menber in their division was also registered with ot her
parties.

"W don't want Umo nenbers to betray the party,
Harris' expul sion from Umo.

Yahya said divisional |eaders should report to the liaison conmttee if
there were Umo nenbers enjoyi ng ot her party nenbership.

On Harris's dismssal fromUmo, he said it was a proper course of
action.

"It serves as a rem nder to others that they must show undi vi ded
loyalty to the party,"” he added.

- - BERNAMA

KG HAR NT AR rn

he said conmenting on



	HARRIS HAS LEFT UMNO EARLIER, SAYS PARTI BERSEKUTU (Bernama 05/05/1998)

