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Fayed- Mal aysi a
HARRODS OANER PRAI SES MAHATHI R AND MALAYSI A

By: Abdul Rahman Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 4 (Bernama) -- Harrods owner Mhaned Al -Fayed said
today his business foray into Ml aysia was because of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, whom he described as a great prime mnister.

" | am here because of the great prime mnister. H s nanme happens to be
Mohamad and mine too," he told a news conference here after announci ng that
his renowned London departnental store would set up an outlet at the
soon-to-be opened KL International Airport (KLIA) at Sepang.

"1 ama great friend of the prinme mnister and | appreciate his
friendship. Nowis the tinme and duty between friends to see any possibility
to help this country,” said the Egyptian-born tycoon, with Dr Mahathir by
hi s side.

He said he was not here solely for business but nore for the sake of
his friendship with the prime mnister.

" You have lots of potentials and prom sing business opportunities. All
the world needs to know is the type of people and country this is, (and)

i nvestors will be happy to invest," he added.

" 1 want to be an exanple to others to put all my know edge and bring
ny business friends over and try to help Malaysia," said Al -Fayed, whose
busi ness plans here were seen as a significant foreign investnment boost.

According to a statenment issued ahead of the news conference, Harrods
woul d al so market WMal aysi an-made products |ike golf buggi es, MEC- brand
el ectrical appliances and garnents at its London store.

Dr Mahathir told the news conference: " Harrods has been sendi ng people
to Malaysia to | ook at investnent opportunities. Wth Al -Fayed' s busi ness
and the supply to Harrods of Mal aysi an-nmade products, will hel p Ml aysi a
ease our econom c probl ens”.

Al - Fayed, here on a three-day visit to explore investnent
opportunities, yesterday visited the resort island of Langkaw .

Dr Mahathir said his visit to Langkawi woul d hopefully pronpte the
i sland and Mal aysia to the world.

Al - Fayed was al so scheduled to hold talks with Petronas, the national
oi |l corporation, and the Securities Conm ssion and Econom c Adviser to the
gover nment Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

Al - Fayed earlier visited the RW billion KLIA scheduled to be
operational in April.

He said he made up his mind to set up the outlet at KLIA which he
described as a very inpressive airport.

"I was so inpressed today (with the airport). It was just like the
pyramid. It is trenmendous. It's going to be the greatest airport in the
world and that is the vision of the Prime Mnister who is so conmitted," he
sai d.

Al Fayed al so made a pledge to hel p pronote Ml aysia overseas,

i ncluding through filmng the country.

"You have nice people, many natural resources which the world has to
know about." he said.

"I think it is tine for me to start (investnent) with Harrods," he
added

Al -Fyed said his investnents in Malaysia, including the KLIA outlet and
the gol f buggies, would conme to sonme five mllion pounds (1 pound=RMs. 8).

Asked if it was the appropriate tine for Malaysia to all ow such
i nvestnments in view of the econom ¢ downturn, Al-Fayed said: "You are not



going to pay anything .. | amgoing to bring business and investnent to
rebuild this place (Harrods at KLIA) with nmerchandi se worth between US$20
mllion and US$30 million (US$1=RW4.10) and it will be a huge space.

"We are going to re-label the clothing you re going to manufacture and
export it to our duty free shops which could fetch mllions of dollars. W
have 24 duty free shops, including six in the UK with a daily turnover of
between three and four mllion pounds."”

Al - Fayed, who pl edged to pronote Mal aysia anong his clients and those
doi ng business with Harrods, suggested that Ml aysia adopt a nore
i magi native outl ook in pronoting the country as a tourst destination.

"What Mal aysia needs is good marketing,"” he said.

"Here you are just beginning .. the Caribbean is old fasion but here
with islands and with proper planning it can be a great attraction to
mllions to enjoy."

Al - Fayed said he al so planned to send a fanous filmdirector to take
shots of scenes in Ml aysi a.

"I have seen Langkawi and its beauty," he said, adding that he had
suggesti ons on how Mal aysia could "market and sell the weather, the people,
t he at hnosphere, the generosity, you have all the resources ... all you
need a little bit of imagination and the country can take off,"

Dr Mahathir said he hoped big travel agencies in Britain that did
busi ness with Harrods would help bring tourists to Ml aysia.

He al so hoped that Al -Fayed would be satisfied with what he saw during
his visit, saying the Harrods owner had even |anded his plane at the KLIA

"The Mal aysi an products which are to be sold at the Harrods in KLIA may
not necessarily be for Ml aysians but also for foreigners. W hope they
will do well and sell the products as this will make Ml aysi an products
wel | known," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Al -Fayed, who is also a philanthropist, had expressed
his desire to visit orphanges in the country. -- BERNAVA
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