01 JUN 1998
Har r ods
HARRODS OFFERS 15 TRAI NI NG PLACES FOR MALAYSI ANS

SERDANG, June 1 (Bernamm) -- Britain's |eading shopping store Harrods
has offered 15 nanagenent and marketing training places for Ml aysi ans
i ncluding four participants of the G aduates Entrepreneur Schene (GES).

Entr epreneur Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mohaned said today the
of fer was made following Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
initiative when Harrods owner Mhaned Al - Fayed visited Ml aysi a | ast
February.

Al - Fayed who has close ties with Dr Mahathir, had agreed to the Prine
M ni ster's suggestion and was willing to offer training places to
Mal aysi ans.

"The Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nistry has been entrusted to identify
eligible candidates to attend the executive assistant nmanager's training at
Harrods," he said after the | aunching of the GES and the signing of the
menor anduns of under st andi ng between the mnistry and 14 conpani es whi ch
joined the schene.

He said the 15 people would undergo training fromsix to 24 nonths with
Harr ods provi di ng between 700 and 800 British pounds in allowance for each
of them

They were scheduled to | eave for London end of this nmonth, he said. --

Must apa said 11 of them were those experienced in shopping conpl ex
managenment and nmarketing with the remainder fromthe GES programme.

Harrods is the only foreign conpany so far to have offered training for
the GES participants apart from36 local firms, Mistapa said.

On the GES introduced on April 1 this year, he said the mnistry
conducted a five-day course for the first batch of 29 participants | ast
Monday.

He said the governnent had set aside RMLO million for the GES progranme
t hrough Bank Penmbangunan and graduates accepted into the programe coul d
apply for | oans of between RW20, 000 and RMLOO, 000.

The m nistry had received nore than 1,000 applications from graduates
but priority was given to those who recently graduated, he said, adding 500
training places had been identified so far.

Meanwhi |l e two graduates who will be undergoing training at Harrods said
they woul d nake full use of the opportunity.

Siti Nooraini, 25, a bachelor in information systens managenent from
Northern Illinois University, United states said she hoped to venture into
busi ness upon the conpletion of the training.

Ahmad Ambar, who graduated with the bachel or in Business and
Entrepreneurship fromBritain's Wl verhanpton University said he planned to
set up his own business after training at the world renowned shopping mall.
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