02 APR 1998
Mal aysi a- Har r ods
HARRODS SHOWNS MALAYSI AN SHOWCASE

By: Wan A. Hul aim

LONDON, April 2 (Bernama) -- In the presence of Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ,
Harrods, the top peoples' store, launched its first showase of
Mal aysi an- nade goods under the banner of 'From Tradition to Innovation'.

Three Ml aysi an conpani es, Amtek International (suppliers of garments,
food and furniture), Langkawii Crystaal, and Ml aysia Electric Corporation
(MEC) al so signed an agreenent wi th Harrods chai rman Mohaned Al Fayed to
continue the supply of Ml aysi an goods, and Harrods to continue the
pronot i on.

Dr Mahathir, who said that he was "very happy and very proud"” of this
l[ink with what he called "this nost prestigious and the greatest departnent
store in the whole world" spoke in jocular fashion expressing hope that
this would increase Malaysia's export to Britain which the British would
surely not m nd because we needed the extra pound.

"W are going to have not just a pronotion but a permanent display of
Mal aysi an products in this departnent store,” he said.

Referring to the thene 'From Tradition to Innovation', Dr Mahathir said
that "it was aptly chosen because even though Mal aysi a decided to
i ndustrialise, we still retained sonmething of our tradition."

Earlier, Countess Rayne Spencer, on behalf of Harrods International,
delivered an el egant wel com ng address expressing her hope that with
Harrods' links with the travel trade they would be able to help increase
the flow of British tourists to Ml aysia.

Sonme 140, 000 Mal aysian tourists cane to Britain |ast year, she said.

She said that there would soon be a Harrods duty free shop in the new
International airport in Sepang, adding to the 60 already in existence
wor | dwi de.

Count ess Spencer, otherw se also w dely known as the stepnother of the
| ate Lady Di ana Spencer and daughter of the prolific romantic novelist Dane
Barbara Cartland, said that she nmust return to Malaysia to see this
crocodi |l e farm where her chairnman assured her that the crocodiles were not
only splendid but were also taught to dance.

Continuing in this light-hearted vein, Antek Hol dings director Syed
Azmin Nor presented a silver kris to Al Fayed on behalf of the Ml aysi an
signatories, managing to say only "You can use this..." before his voice
was drowned in appreciative |aughter.

The Mal aysi an showcase di splay, located on the third floor of Harrods,
has a range of display of both the traditional and the nodern from
Mal aysia, from Malaysia's first fuzzy-logic conputerised rice cooker to a
denonstration of traditional songket weaving.

"MEC s onel ette maker is another technol ogical first with worldw de
pat ent pending,"” a colourful brochure circulating anong the distinguised
guests said while also extolling the virtues of many other products which
made one proud to stand tall with Ml aysia.

Anmong ot her products seen in the display were artsitically bl own and
crafted wares of the now fanous if oddly naned ' Langkaw i crystaal',
eco-friendly rubberwood furniture, and | eather goods and fashi on house
apparel made in Ml aysi a.

Al though this was not the first tine that Ml aysi an-nade goods are
di splayed in this departnment store (Sel angor pew erware bei ng one of the
pi oneers for many years), this is the first tine that so many goods from



Mal aysi a are di splayed here in a thematic attention-grabbing display.
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