12/ 09/ 1998

Hashi m confi dent we can host other events

BUKIT JALIL, Fri. - Sukom N nety Ei ght Bhd executive chairman Jen (R) Tan
Sri Hashi mMohd Ali today expressed confidence in Malaysia's facilities
and resources to host other games be they single or multi-sports events.

He sai d despite the econom ¢ downturn Mal aysia had built sports
facilities which are the best in the region and conparabl e to those found
el sewhere in the world.

"This augurs well for Mal aysian athletes as they will have nodern
facilities with state-of-the-art technology at their doorstep,” he said at
t he openi ng cerenony of the 16t h Commonweal t h Ganes toni ght.

Hashi msai d the Ganes had attracted 4, 208 athl etes, 2,460 officials and
technical officials fromsix regi ons of the Conmonweal th nations - Africa
Anerica, Asia, Caribbean, Europe and Cceania - naking it the biggest to be
held in the history of the Commbnweal th Ganes.

He said it was with pride that the Ganes greeted Caneroon and Mozanmbi que
for the first tine, and congratulated Kiribati for being elected to the
Commonweal t h Ganmes Feder ati on

Hashi mal so wel coned the Prine Mnister of Fiji Sitiveni Rabuka who was
here to witness his country participate in the Ganes.

Al so present tonight was the Sultan of Brunei Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah.

Hashi msai d t he Mal aysi an Governnent had gi ven trenendous support
towar ds t he Ganes and t hanked the Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad for his contribution and endl ess support.

"He visited the various venues whilst under construction over the
weekend or public holidays unannounced t hat kept us on our toes.

"l do believe his personal involvenment in the preparation of the Ganmes
gave the added courage in battling the chall enges that faced us," he said.
He t hanked t he sponsors, suppliers, partners and |icensees, as well as
vol unteers for their hardwork. He al so t hanked al I Mal aysi ans who had

given inspiration and commitnment to the Ganes.

Hashi murged the country's athletes to live up to the spirit of "Forever
as One", the KL 98 thene song.

"The Commonweal th Ganes i s a gathering of youths and the Ganmes have
al ways been regarded as a friendly ganes."

(END)
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