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Mahat hir-Faith
HAVE FAI TH | N GOVERNMENT, SAYS MAHATHI R

MELAKA, July 11 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday urged the people to have confidence in the government in
what ever action it takes to tide over the econom c sl owdown.

" The governnent has no other notives besides defending the rights of
the people. That's only the government's notive. Watever action we take,
it is for the people,” he said.

He said Mal aysia could face the chall enges at hand cal My and protect
its sovereignty.

" The governnent will try its level best but it needs the people's
support. The people's unity is crucial in our efforts to defend our
country's sovereignty,"” he said when addressing an all-comunity gathering
at Ayer Keroh here today.

Dr Mahathir said he was grateful to be the | eader of a country whose
people were matured as they did not resort to riots or strikes as in other
countri es.

He al so thanked the trade unions for not creating problens as the
peopl e' s purchasi ng power had dw ndl ed due to soaring prices of goods and
services as conpared to their salaries.

Dr Mahathir, however, said the people did not very nmuch feel the poinch
of the econom c sl owdown but conpani es faced big problens and nmany m ght go
bankr upt .

"Banks are under trenendous pressure. If this continues, the people
will suffer. Like the Indonesians, we will also suffer but if we know how
to protect our country, we are save," he said.

He al so urged the people to be wary agai nst allegations that the
governnment practised nepoti smand cronyi sm by awardi ng projects and
contracts to friends and rel ati ves of government | eaders.

" The allegations are not true at all. That's why we rel ease the |ist
of project recipients,” he said.

" We nmust be careful against such people as they have forked tongue,”
he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said many people advised himnot to talk on the
currency crisis but "if | did not explain to the people, they will not know
the actual situation.”

"Many of us also want to believe there is irregularities in the
country's admnistration. If we believe so and spread the news, confidence
in the governnent will be eroded and the country will have a weak
governnent, " he said.

He said a weak governnment would not be able to defend the country's
sovereignty fromforeigners' attacks.

" What they did to us is very cruel indeed. W slogged for 20 years to
devel op our country but all our hardwork was wi ped out in a nonth," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir, however, said Mal aysia had not been conpelled to seek
assistance fromthe International Mnetary Fund (1 M).

" This is testinobny to the Ml aysian governnent's strength,” he added.
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