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Having fun all the way fromKL to Chi angmai

Abdul I ah Vong
VWHAT i s now the second nost enjoyable rally in the world after the
nmegabuck Pari s- Dakar ?

Sur pri se!

It's the Silverstone Asian Rally, nowinits third year

This is the rating given by several Japanese notoring nmagazi nes, a claim
made by Asian Rally pronmoter Steven Ng.

"The Japanese nagazi nes have their own rating system"” said Ng, the
secretary-general of the Motoring Associ ati on of Ml aysi a who are the
organi sers of the Silverstone Asian Rally.

"To our surprise, their survey of drivers shows that the Asian Rally is
t he second nost exciting after the Paris Dakar

"Thisis theonly rally in the world where the teans can enjoy different
types of driving challenges - high speed stages |ike the Paris-Dakar, and
rough stages like the Camel Trophy.

"It's al so affordable. This is an event where private teans can enter
and be conpetitive.

"But unlike the Paris-Dakar, there is a nore | evel playing field here
because we don't have factory teans being supported by 10-wheel drive MAN
trucks or Bell Super Ranger helicopters."

Ng said another attraction, other rallies, was that the Asian Rally
of fers drivers the wonderful food and cultural diversity of Ml aysia and
the fabl ed hospitality of Thail and.

"For nost Asian rally enthusiasts, the Asian Rally beats the socks of f
desert events," said Thomas Foo, Asian Rally s event director

"Desert events |like the Baja 1000 just give you tulips to get fromAto
B in three days - a cannonball kind of event, fastest tine wns.

"Three days of brown sand and rocks and cact us.

"It's the same thing with the Rally of the Phaoroes, the UAE Rally and
the Tunisian Rally. Too nuch desert."

Foo is the man behind the success of the historic Trans-Africa
expedition, a real story of Mal aysia Bol eh. Despite the | ack of FI A
support, or perhaps because of it (sanction for the Paris Dakar is said to
cost the organisers mllions of French francs in fees to FIA), the event
i s gaining the support of Japan and Tai wan who have entered 16 and 10
teans respectively.

The nunber of participants woul d have been nore if not for the Asian
financial crisis, said Ng.

Anot her 12 from Mal aysi a, Australia and New Zeal and have been entered
for the Rally which will be flagged off toni ght fromDataran Merdeka by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

The ei ght-day event which flags off at 8.0 from Dataran Merdeka and ends
i n Chiangmai, has 42 conpetitors.

Top contenders for the Prine M nister's Chall enge Trophy are Mal aysi an
Zai nal Abidin Sabli, Rod Jones fromAustralia, Vivat Aieol ek from
Thai | and, and Sei chiro Kataoka fromJapan. Al so participatingis Yoko
Fukuzawa of Japan.

Yoko, who is deaf, will join ex-Canel Trophy participant, Toshio U abe
to pronpote an Anti-Ai ds canpaign
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