26/ 10/ 1998
Heal t hcare sector stands to benefit

Jason Cerald

KUANTAN, Sun. - The Health Mnistry will utilise the allocation fromthe
1999 Budget to build 144 hospitals and village clinics and al so recruit
4,000 new staff throughout the country next year

M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng said the building of newhospitals and the
recruitment of staff were part of the Mnistry's aimto provi de better
heal t hcare services to the comunity.

"The al |l ocati on provided for under the Budget whi ch was announced by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad who is al so the First
Fi nance M ni ster on Friday, will encourage the devel opnment of the
heal t hcare sector."

"The allocation is for managenent purposes (RM3.6 billion), whichis an
i ncrease of about 12.5 per cent conpared to | ast year, and for devel opnent
(RVMBOO billion), an increase of 28.5 per cent.

"This allocation wi Il enabl e the heal th devel opnent programres whi ch had
been pl anned by the Governnent before the econonm ¢ sl owdown to be carried
out."

Chua said this when asked to comment on the 1999 Budget.

He added that the all ocati on showed the Government was al ways concer ned
with the health services which it provided to the people.

"The i npl enentation of the projects including the building of the 144
hospitals and village clinics will further enhance the health facilities
in the country.

"Furthernore, the charges in all the governnment hospitals and clinics
will still be maintained although t he Governnent has decided to build new
facilities, and increase the nunber of doctors and staff," he said.

Chua added that a recent survey by the Mnistry showed that the number
of patients seeking treatnment at governnent hospitals had i ncreased,
especially during the econoni c sl omdown as the fees were nore af fordabl e.

"The Mnistry will still maintain the current charges, which are anong
the lowest in the world,"” he said.

Besi des this, Chua said, the Mnistry would al so ensure that there were
sufficient facilities in all the governnent hospitals.

When asked to comment on the i ncreased tax on al coholic beverages and
cigarettes, Chua said the increase would hel p pronbte a healthy lifestyle
anong Mal aysi ans.

"We hope this will instil awareness anong snmokers and drinkers and nake
themstop the habit," he said.
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