07 SEP 1998
Naj i b-Petition
HEAR DR MAHATHI RS EXPLANATI ON FI RST, ANWAR S FORMER DI VI SI ON TOLD

KUALA TERENGGANU, Sept 7 (Bernama) -- Ummo vice-president Datuk Seri
Mohd Najib Tun Razak today told Permatang Pauh Umo division to hear the
expl anation by party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad before
sending hima petition over |ask week's sacking of deputy president Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahim

Anwar was Permatang Pauh di vi si onal head and Pul au Pi nang Umo Li ai son
chief until |ast Thursday when he was sacked fromthe party, days after he
was di smssed as deputy prime mnister and finance mnister

Najib said Dr Mahathir would brief all Umo divisions in a day or two
i n Kual a Lunmpur and Permat ang Pauh Umo shoul d hear the expl anati on before
submtting a petition asking that Anwar be reinstated.

He said this when asked to comment on a signature canpai gn by Pernatang
Pauh Umo to get the support of some 13,000 party menbers in the division
to appeal to Dr Mahathir to forgive his forner deputy.

Dr Mahathir's decisions were never nade in haste and his decision on
Anwar was made after considering every evidence presented, he told
reporters after opening a neeting of state executive councillors hol ding
t he education portfolio, here.

Naji b, who is al so Education M nister, advised students to concentrate
on their studies and not to be involved in activities against the |aw or
the Universities and University Col | eges Act.

He said they could tal k about politics so long it did not lead to
unl awf ul assenblies and denonstrations or being involved in the
distribution of political |eaflets and docunents.

So far, the situation in university canpuses was under control and the
police had al so been directed to keep tabs on activities of the students to
ensure that they would not be involved in unlawful activities, he said.

Najib said the directive was not neant to prevent the students from
following current political issues in the country but there was no need for
themto go overboard in their reactions to Anwar's di sm ssal

On action by sonme students to throw mssiles at Umo suprenme counci
menbers at |ast Thursday's neeting of the council, he said the mnistry had
recei ved report on the incident and was di scussing with the police on
possi bl e action to be taken

Najib said the mnistry would al so investigate report of students said
to be distributing leaflets on the Anwar's case in Pul au Pinang.
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