17/11/ 1998

Hectic schedule for Dr Mas nore world | eaders arrive

THE heads of governnent who arrived ahead of today's Asia-Pacific Economc
Co-operation | eaders' neeting had a hectic schedul e hol di ng bi | ateral
di scussi ons yest erday.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad spent ei ght hours hol di ng
talks with ei ght | eaders at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses while his
counterparts al so had a tight schedul e.

Dr Mahat hir met Sout h Korean President Ki mDae-jung, Singapore Prinme
M ni ster Goh Chok Tong, Chi nese Tai peh's chairman of Econom c Pl anni ng and
Devel opment Council Dr Chiang Pin-Kuan, and Australia Prine M nister John
Howard in the morning and Sul tan of Brunei Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah,

Phi | i ppi ne Presi dent Joseph Estrada, Peruvian President Alberto Fujinori
and Thai Prinme M nister Chuan Leekpai in the afternoon.

For the | eaders of Australia, the Philippines and South Korea, this was
their first neeting with Dr Mahathir since the financial crisis hit the
region last year.

The | eaders spoke on various issues of nutual interest, anmong themthe
financial crisis andthe Early Voluntary Sectoral Liberalisation schene
whi ch the M nisters had decided torefer to the Wrld Trade O gani sati on.

Briefing reporters after Dr Mahathir's talks with Kim Goh and Dr
Chi ang, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d the tal ks
touched on a spectrum of issues.

Apart fromfocusing on Apec matters, the | eaders al so di scussed
political issues.

Abdul | ah said the talks with Goh touched on the water agreenent and
Si ngapore' s assi stance i n econoni c recovery.

On di scussions with Kim he said the South Korean President expressed
hope that Mal aysia would continue its "Look East Policy".

Sout h Korea viewed the policy as a good nmechanismto sol ve the current
economni ¢ problem

International Trade and Industry M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, who
al so briefed reporters on the bilateral tal ks, said both South Korea and
Si ngapore agreed that there was a need to have neasures on short-term
capital flowcontrol in place as soon as possi bl e.

Sout h Korea, Rafidah said, al so proposed exchangi ng i nformati on with
Mal aysi a on ways to overcone the economi ¢ and financi al probl ens.

"Also we should not just allow G/ to determ ne the nmeasures towards an
orderly world financial regine, rather we should use a wi der forumli ke
the 2. W agreed that the G2 should be pronoted as a core group to
discuss this natter," Rafidah said.

Howar d sai d he had di scussed with Dr Mahathir matters of nutual
i nterest.

"Bilateral relations with Malaysia are very inportant to us. About
150, 000 Mal aysi ans have been educated in Australia. Qur |inks are very
cl ose.

"It is avery inmportant relationship and | will be working very hard to
keep the good rel ati onship, recognising that fromtinetotinme, there are
going to be differences in opinion," he said.

Howar d sai d he had rai sed the i ssue of Anwar's arrest and had a | engt hy
di scussion wi th Dr Mahat hir.

He said Dr Mahathir gave his explanation on the matter.

Goh said while bilateral matters were di scussed, talks with his



Mal aysi an counterpart were mai nly on issues like the financial crisis and
trade |iberalisation.

"W shoul d focus on bilateral ties after the Apec neeting. To be fair to
Dr Mahat hir, who i s chai rman of the Apec Econoni c Leaders' Meeting, we
defer bilateral matters until after Apec.

"W will get down to the nitty-gritty after Apec.

"Dr Mahathir and | decided that financial crisis is a nmajor issue...
More i nportant nowis howto deal with the financial crisis,” Goh added.

Thai Foreign M nister Surin Pitsuwan, who acconpani ed Chuan at the
meeting with Dr Mahathir, told reporters that the Thai Prinme M nister had
di scussed the inpact of exchange rate control on trade at the Thai border.

Meanwhi | e, nore heads of governnent arrived yesterday for the Asia-

Paci fi c Econom c Co-operation | eaders sunmit, including US Vice-President
Al Gore who arrived in a presidential carrier.

Gore, representing President Bill Clinton, arrived at the Kual a Lurmpur
International Airport in Sepang at 9.30am Cinton had cancelled his trip
because he had to be in Washington to nonitor the situation in Irag.

The Vi ce-President was wel conmed by Human Resources M nister Datuk Lim Ah
Lek.

Menbers of the nedia who were assigned to cover the arrival of US
of ficials underwent verification checks conducted by US secret service
agents at the main gate leading to the WIP building at the airport.

About an hour later, Chilean President Eduardo Frei Ruiz Tagle arrived
at the airport and was wel comred by Rural Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Annuar
Musa.

About 1lam the Canadi an official governnent carrier touched down and
par ked outside the WIP building. Prime Mnister Jean Chreti en,
acconpani ed by wife Aline, alighted and were wel comed by Agricul ture
M ni ster Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud.

Just before noon, Thai Prinme M nister Chuan Leekpai arrived and was
wel comed by Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister Datuk Seri Megat
Juni d Megat Ayob.

Vi et nanese Prinme M nister Pan Van Khai arrived shortly after on board a
specially chartered VietnamAirlines carrier and Megat Juni d was present
to receive him

Vi etnam together with Peru and Russia, are the three new nenbers of
Apec whi ch now has a nmenbership of 21.

Just after noon, Philippine President Joseph Estrada arrived on board a
specially chartered Philippine Airlines Airbus A320 aircraft. He was met
on arrival by Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and wife
Datin Ena Ling.

Accompanyi ng Estrada was wife Dr Luisa P. Ejercito Estrada and Cabi net
nenbers.

Phi |'i ppi ne anbassador to Mal aysia Jose Brillantes, Foreign Affairs
Secretary Dom ngo Siazon and Trade Secretary Jose Pardo were al so at the
airport.

A 75-menber busi ness del egati on acconpani ed the Presi dent on his mai den
trip to Mal aysi a.

At 2.30pm the Royal Brunei royal carrier, with Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah,
touched down at the airport. Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Miustapha, Mnister in
the Prime M nister's Departnent, was present to wel cone t he Brunei | eader.

Dignitaries who arrived | ast night were Japan Prine M ni ster Kei zo
Obuchi and Presi dent of Mexico Dr Ernesto Zedill o.

Papua New Guinea Prine Mnister Bill Skate, |ndonesian President B.J.
Habi bi e and Russi an Federation Prine M ni ster Yevgeny Pri nmakov are
schedul ed to arrive this norning.

( END)
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