12/ 12/ 1998

“Heed call to emul ate mai ntenance cul ture

MARANG, Fri. - The arnmed forces has |ong practised a "nmaintenance cul ture”
which has led to nost of its assets having a long |ifespan.

Def ence M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said today the practice of
mai ntai ning the arned forces' equi pnent and weapons in serviceabl e
condition had resulted in nost of these being still in service despite
some being nore than 30 years ol d.

"As Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has said, every
departnent, not just the arned forces, should in fact | ook after its
equi prent wel | .

"As far as we are concerned, such a tradition has |ong been practised in
the arned forces, in which our assets, including those used for conbat and
search and rescue operations such as the Nuri and All ouette helicopters,
are still being used despite sone of them being nore than 30 years old,"
he sai d.

Syed Hanmi d added that besides prolonging the |ife-span of these
equi prent the "nmai ntenance culture" adopted by the arned forces woul d al so
safeguard the lives of their nenbers.

He said Dr Mahathir's advice should al so be considered by the private
sector.
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