26/ 09/ 1998

Donpok: State polls will not be held during wet season

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - Dissolution of the State Legislative Assenbly to
pave way for a State election will now depend on the weather condition for
t he next few nonths.

The La Ni na weat her phenonenon is expected to bring rain and
thunderstornms fromnext nonth until next February and it will be
i nappropriate to hold the election during the period.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said it would be unwi se to cal
for the State el ections during the wet season.

He said the wet season would nean that people living in certain areas
along rivers, would have to be evacuated, making it inconvenient to hold
the el ecti ons.

Speaking after opening the first "~Sabah I nvention and Desi gn Exhibition'
at the Sabah Trade Centre, he said, "I think it would be unwi se to hold
elections at a tine when the State is expected to face a natura
di saster."

Yest erday, El ection Conm ssion chairman Datuk Harun Din told the Press,
that it was best not to hold el ections during the wet season.

Asked to coment on Harun's statenent, Donpok sai d:

"We should listen to his advice."

"There is a lot of sense in that because | think it will be difficult
for the people to cone out and vote, and campaigning is not easy to do
either during the wet season."

However, Donpok said there was only a 75 per cent possibility of the La
Ni na phenonenon occurring i n Sabah.

"W can hold the elections at anytine...when the weather is good. The
Met er eol ogi cal Departnment has only placed a 75 per cent possibility on the
La Nina occurring,” he said.

He added that the State Legislative Assenbly termwoul d automatically
expire on March 18 and that under the Constitution there is an additiona
60 days for canpai gni ng purposes.

As for his trip to Kuala Lunpur yesterday, Donpok said he was in the
Federal capital to attend a National Econom c Action Council neeting.

He added that he did not have a separate neeting with Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad i n Kual a Lunpur.

(END)



	Dompok: State polls will not be held during wet season (NST 26/09/1998)

