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Hel ping to spot new sporting tal ent

Rosli Zakari a

KUALA TERENGGANU, Wed. - The State Government will continue to support
trai ni ng programes organi sed by sports associ ati ons to spot and devel op
new tal ent in various disciplines, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mkhtar Ahmad
sai d today.

He said sportsmen could help pronote the State and the nation

"We are proud that four Terengganu sportsmen have been sel ected for the
Commonweal t h Ganes. "

Two are conpeting in athletics, one in weightlifting and another in
gymasti cs.

"As far as beach soccer is concerned, this is the second tinme the State
Gover nnment has supported an event organi sed by the NSTP group," he said
whil e describing it as a new sport whi ch was becom ng popul ar.

VWan Mokhtar was speaki ng at the | aunching of the M nda Pel aj ar Beach
Football 98 at Prinul a Parkroyal beachfront.

Al so present were State Small and Medi uml ndustry, Youth, Sports and
Speci al Functions Devel opnent conmittee chai rman O hman Daud and New
Straits Times Press (Mal aysia) Bhd group editor-in-chief Datuk A Kadir
Jasi n.

Wan Mokht ar sai d Ter engganu coul d provi de nany beach football fields
along its coastline but describedit as a different ball game, requiring

much nmore stam na and skill conpared to conventional football
"I amnot sure if Ronaldo (of Brazil) or Zi dane (of France) can play
beach football as well as they play conventional football. Qur players can

be better," he said.

Wan Mokhtar said the Terengganu Swi mri ng Associ ati on shoul d organi se
trai ni ng programes to devel op swiming tal ent so that they coul d one day
represent the State and the nation

He said it was an irony that Terengganu, with nore than 270km of beach
10 maj or rivers and Tasi k Kenyir, a major |ake, could not produce a
swi nmrer to represent the nation

Earlier, Kadir said the NSTP group hoped to i ncul cate the readi ng habit
anmong t he younger generation, especially those in secondary school s,
through its weekly publication of Mnda Pel aj ar.

He said activities which were physical in nature could al so assist in
enriching the m nds.

"Reading is to the mnd as exercise is to the body," he said quoting an
Engl i sh proverb. This neans that readi ng and physical activities are
equal l'y inportant in noul ding a bal anced i ndi vi dual .

"Both are i nportant especially in preparing the younger generation to
face the challenges in the next mllenniumas well as to achi eve the
nati onal aspiration of becom ng a devel oped nati on as envi si oned by Pri ne
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad."

Kadi r said the NSTP group, through M nda Pel aj ar, decided to organi se
t he beach football programre which required physical resilience.

He was al so confident that through such a programme, beach f oot bal
woul d becone a popul ar sport not only anong the people in Terengganu but
also in the country.
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