06/ 11/ 1998
Hi gh praise fromPMfor construction industry

Sar ban Si ngh; Ai non Mhd

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The local construction industry, which has

devel oped trenmendously, has |l ent credence to the fact that Mal aysi ans are
good builders and able to conplete projects ahead of schedul e.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad said foreigners shoul d
take notice of this trend and accept that Ml aysian buil ders had the
capacity to undertake and conpl ete projects fast.

"I'n Mal aysia, we have very good buil ders and we can build in a very
short time.

"I hope foreigners will notice this once they stop | ooking at (our)
courts and things like that. They nmay notice that we build things very
fast here and we build very beautiful buildings," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this at the opening of the RM50 m|lion Palace of the
Gol den Hor ses hot el

Al so present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Cul ture,
Arts and Touri smM ni ster Datuk Seri Sabbaruddi n Chi k, Works M ni ster
Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu and founder and managi ng di rector of Country
Hei ghts Group of Conpanies Tan Sri Lee Ki m Yew.

Dr Mahathir said the ability of the devel opers to build the five-star
hotel in a record 22 nonths was testinony to the fact that Ml aysi ans
could carry out big projects in a short period. The hotel has 401 roomns
and 80 suites.

Dr Mahat hir al so prai sed t he nanagenent of the Pal ace of CGol den Horses
for having won several awards al though it was opened only a year ago.

Among the awards are the Gold Key Award for the best hotel in the Asia
Paci fic region.

Several major events have al so been held at the hotel such as the GL5
Sunmit, the Second Asean Informal Summit and the Fourth Asia Pacific
Dialogue. It will also host this year's Asia Pacific Econonm ¢ Co-operation
forum

"I amproud of Malaysia's capacity to build. | amproud of the hotels
that are being built in Ml aysia,” Dr Mahathir said.

He sai d al t hough Mal aysi a was faci ng econoni ¢ probl ens, which had led to
a decline intourist arrivals, he was confident that the situation would
soon i nprove

Those present were al so shown a vi deo on the stages of construction of
the hotel.

Dr Mahathir, later injest, said: "In the video, | seemto be visiting
the place al nost everyday. But that is the trick al ways pl ayed by the
t el evi si on.

"It can nmake things happen nmany nore times than the nunber of tines it
actual |y happened. "

Dr Mahathir said he visited the hotel because he had "a fascination for
construction sites."”

He said while sone people spent their time playing golf or hitting
tennis balls - which he described as a futile pastinme - he found
entertai nment by wat chi ng construction sites "growfaster and better."
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