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H gh stakes in the contest for the nunmber two post in PBB

Sul ok Tawi e

VWH LE the bids by two Sarawak State M nisters for the deputy president's
post of Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu (PBB) in party polls on Saturday
had stirred much interest, nany are al so wonderi ng about the fate of Datuk
Abang Abu Bakar Mustapha who i s the incunbent.

Thi s i s because Abang Abu Bakar, the Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Departnent, received only one nom nati on agai nst 32 for Datuk Adenan
Satem the Mnister of Agriculture and Food Industries, and 14, for Datuk
Abang Johari Tun Openg, the M nister of Industrial Devel opment.

And the two chal | engers, who are i ncunbent vice-presidents, together
with corporate figure and State Assenbl yman for Dal at Dat uk Effendi
Nor wawi , had been nentioned by party president and Chief Mnister Tan Sri
Abdul Tai b Mahnud, as second echel on | eaders who are |ikely to succeed
hi m

What about Abang Abu Bakar, then?

Ahead of PBB - the main conmponent party of the State Barisan Nasional -
annual del egates' convention fromAug 28 to 30, sonme observers al so
wonder ed why no reasons had been gi ven on t he excl usi on of Abang Abu Bakar
as the potential successor.

The excl usi on, however, irked his supporters who believed that PBB
shoul d stick to tradition on the matter of succession

After all, Tun Abdul Rahman Yaakub had handed the top party post to Taib
when t he forner stepped down as Chief Mnister and party president in
1981. "Why deviate fromthe tradition?' asked one supporter.

At the simultaneous openi ng of neetings of five PBB divisions in Kuching
on June 27, Taib was quoted by the Sarawak Tribune, as saying:

"Sorme may think it is wong for me to have nmenti oned so early the nanes
of possible candidates, but | did so in good faith and in the hope of
grooming themfor the takeover when the tine comes."

Political analysts believe that Tai b was probably sendi ng an i ndirect
signal to Abang Abu Bakar of the inpending chall enge.

Speaki ng at the joint opening of the neetings of three party divisions
i n Li mbang on June 21, Tai b was quoted by the Sarawak Tri bune, as praising
anot her vice-president and Federal Agriculture Mnister Datuk Amar Dr
Sul ai man Daud.

The newspaper quoted Taib as telling 1,500 party nmenbers that Dr
Sul ai man had shown exenpl ary | eadershi p and was si ncere and trustworthy as
wel|l as "had never failed to put the party's interest above his persona
political interest."

Tai b had al so descri bed Adenan, Abang Johari and Ef fendi as having
di spl ayed "good conradeshi p" in the party.

Back in 1986, Abang Abu Bakar defeated Dr Sul ai man for the nunber two
post, and had been returned unopposed since. What then forced t he change
of events this tine around?

Political analysts believe that it has a lot to do with rumours of
Umo's entry into Sarawak. The runours started | ast year and Umo
presi dent Datuk Seri Mhat hir Mohamad, and Tai b decl ared then that the
time had not conme for Umo to enter Sarawak.

Sonehow, the rumours were said to have put Abang Abu Bakar in an
"unnecessaril y" defensive position. Recently, Abang Abu Bakar was reported
to have told his supporters that he was a victi mof the vicious runours -
that his nane was |inked to Umo. He had, in fact, nade several denials in



t he past, not only to the PBB nenbers and supporters, but also to
reporters, saying: "Wy should | | eave PBB and bring Umo i nto Sarawak. "

The runours spread like wildfire. And, according to PBBinsiders, it had
reached the ears of the party's | eadership. Despite the repeated denials,
t he runmour s had strai ned Abang Abu Bakar's rel ati onship with other party
| eaders. He even adnitted privately to cl ose supporters in Kuching
recently that he was now seen as an "outsider"” in the party.

H s supporters were quick to point out that his proximty to Umo
| eaders was natural, as Umo is the biggest conponent party in BN

To put things in perspective, since the nerger of Parti Bum putera - |ed
by Tun Rahman - and Parti Pesaka - |ed by Tun Jugah Barieng - in Jan 9,
1973 to formPBB, the contest for the nunber two post has never generated
as much interest as this.

The stakes are high. For, based on tradition, whoever holds the post, is
likely to succeed Taib as the Chief Mnister of Malaysia's |argest State.

Victory will not be plain sailing, either. It was only | ast week t hat
Abang Johari conpl ai ned of "invisible hands with strong financi al
background" interfering inthe contest. However, the conpl ai nt was qui ckly
brushed asi de by Tai b, who said such interference was "non-existent."
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