17/ 07/ 1998

Hi gh-rise building owers told to install sprinklers

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Owners of high-rise buildings in the Federal
capital have been told that they nust install water sprinklers on top of
their prem ses before the Conmobnweal th Games in Sept enber.

The sprinklers would be used to clear the air if haze recurs during the
Ganes, said Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronment M ni ster Dat uk Law Hi eng
Di ng today.

He sai d the Cabinet had at its neeting | ast week directed Kual a Lunpur
City Hall to anend existing legislationto make it conmpul sory for all tall
bui | di ngs to have outdoor water sprinklers.

Thi s fol | owed poor response frombuil ding owners to voluntarily install
such sprinkl ers.

City Hall has to decide what constitutes high-rise.

It will nost probably amend the UniformBuil di ng By-Laws 1984 which
comes under the Street, Drainage and Buil ding Act 1974.

Law was speaking to reporters after presenting cheques to two | ocal
researchers, Dr Hoh Hon Bing and Lian Lay Hoong of Universiti Ml aya, who
becane the third and fourth reci pients of the Dr Ranj eet Bhagwan Si ngh
Medi cal Research Grant.

The idea of installing water sprinklers on high-rise buildings was
nmoot ed by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad during | ast year's
haze.
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