07/ 05/ 1998

Hi gh-rise owners directed to install water sprinklers

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Science, Technol ogy and Environnent M ni ster Dat uk
Law Hi eng Di ng said the Cabinet today directed all owners of high-rise
buildings toinstall water sprinklers on their prem ses which could be
used to reduce tenperature and clear dust in the atnosphere.

This foll owed a successful test on the use of sprinklers carried out by
the Fire and Rescue, Meteorol ogi cal Services, Chem stry and Envi r onnment
departnents as well as Universiti Putra Malaysia at the Petronas Tw n
Tower s yest er day.

Law said the test reduced the tenperature by five degrees Celsius. It
al so reduced suspended particulate matters of less than 0.3 micronin size
by 10 per cent, 0.5 micron by seven per cent, one and three mcron by 90
per cent and 10 nmicron by 50 per cent.

When poi nted out that the country was faci ng water shortage, Law sai d:
"W hope the situation woul d be back to normal by the tine we have to use
the sprinklers."

He said Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had al so suggest ed
that local authorities create water fountains fromdi sused m ning pools to
reduce dust and tenperature.

Law said he had sent letters to sone 40 non-governnental organi sati ons,

i ndi vi dual s and corporations, inviting themfor a neeting on tackling
fires and haze.

The neeting is scheduled for May 12.

Lawwi || also wite to businessnen seeking contributions for the cause.

On the water problem Law said he had handed satellite pictures of the
si x catchnent areas in Sel angor to Dr Mahathir, Deputy Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahim Wrks M nister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu and
Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Omar.
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