27/10/ 1998

H shanuddi n Rai s rel eased al ong with several others

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Forrmer student activist H shamuddi n Rais, who was
anong t he 268 peopl e arrested during viol ent cl ashes between police and
denonstrators in Kampung Baru | ast Saturday, was rel eased frompolice
cust ody today.

City police chief Datuk Kamaruddin Ali confirmed that H shamuddi n was
rel eased together with several others.

However, he was unabl e to say how nmany ot hers had been rel eased t oget her
wi t h Hi shanuddi n.

Earlier, at a Press conference, H shanuddi n cl ai ned that 45 ot her peopl e
were rel eased by a magi strate when it was deci ded there was no case
agai nst them

He denied that he had | ed or was actively taking part inillegal
denonstrations in the city.

"I would like toclarify that | was not invol ved or was | eadi ng any
denonstration, protests or novenent. | amnot a nmenber of any political
party, non-governnmental organi sation or any novenent," added H shanuddi n
who was rel eased frompolice custody about lam

He said he was arrested by police while he was waiting for a friend at
t he Pertanma Conpl ex about 3. 45pm

H shanmuddi n added t hat he had arranged to neet his friend there as they
were scheduled to go to Port Dickson as both were selected to be on the
jury for a TV3 progranme.

H shanmuddi n, who descri bed hinself as a fil mmker, witer and freel ance
phot ogr apher, said he was not involved in any activity which could
threaten the nation's security.

On his presence at several illegal denmonstrations in the city,

Hi shanmuddi n cl ai mred he was t here because he wanted to see and record the
gat heri ngs which he claimed were a "historic event."

"I always carry a camera with ne.... | feel | nmust take pictures (of the
illegal assenblies) for the benefit of the future generation," he said,
addi ng that he woul d continue with the practice despite the arrest.

Hi shamuddi n sai d he hoped his statenents woul d cl ear up any
nm sconcepti on peopl e had about himfoll owi ng his arrest, addi ng t hat
al though he believed that a peaceful denonstration was acceptable in a
denocratic society, he was total ly agai nst vi ol ence.

Bet ween 1972 and 1974, Hi shanuddi n was responsi bl e for organi si ng and
actively taking part in a nunber of illegal denonstrations.

He fled the country in 1975 while awaiting trial and only returned in
1994 after Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad, who i s al so Hore
M ni ster, approved his unconditional return.

H shanuddi n graduated fromthe Fil mSchool of the Polytechnic of Centra
London, nowthe University of Westninster, while in London

H's first novie, Dari Jemapoh ke Manchester, is schedul ed for screening
i n Decenber.
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