24/ 10/ 1998

HVs decl are support for, loyalty to Dr M

| POH, Fri. - The Fourth Educati on Managenent Convention and the Federati on
of Mal aysi an Headnmasters' Council| del egates conference today passed an
emer gency resol ution to unani musly declare its loyalty and undivi ded
support to Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad' s | eader shi p.

The resol ution al so expressed confidence and faith in Dr Mahathir's
ability to overcone the current economni c problens and to mai ntain
political stability.

FMHC pr esi dent Muhammad Must apha sai d t oday t he resol uti on woul d be
handed over to Dr Mahathir within the next few days. He said the
resol uti on was al so endorsed by 7, 000 headnast ers nati onwi de who supported
Dr Mahathir's | eadershi p whol e-heartedly.

Speaki ng after the closing of the conference, Mihanmmad said the
federation planned to hold a series of neetings anong State-1evel FMHCs to
pass on the resolution to all headnmsters.

He said 35 executive council nmenbers and seven officers fromthe
federati on woul d organi se the series of neetings to declare the
federation's stand.

The three-day conference, which was attended by 221 headmast ers and
their representatives, was cl osed by Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ranmli Ngah
Tal i b.

Muhamad sai d the conference al so passed si x ot her resol uti ons which
i ncl uded supporting the Governnent's nove to extend the retirenent age of
civil servants to 60 and for the Education Mnistry to take stern action
agai nst students involved in "gangsterisni.

The first resolution passed appeals to the Mnistry to study the
appoi nt rent of headmasters who are Grade DG3 or graduat es.

Many current headmasters are Grade DG 5 and 4 who are not graduates.

He said the Mnistry should study the pros and cons of appointing
graduat es as headmasters as it coul d affect the current structure where
exi sting headmasters are not graduates.

Muhammad, however, assured that headnasters of Grade D& and 5 woul d
remain in their position and the appoi nt ment of Gade DG3 headnasters
woul d only be for new headnasters and vacant positions.

The second resol ution voi ced the federation's di sappointment with the
accusation that 70 per cent of headmasters did not teach.

Muhammad said this was not true as was reveal ed in a study carried out
by the federation that nost headmasters taught certain subjects,
especially in school s where there was a shortage of teachers.
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