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Hol i day haven by Pedu Lake

St ephen Ng
THE man- made Pedu Lake in Kedah offers rest for the soul and plenty of
fun-packed activities for the adventurous.

And hol i day-makers to the Desa Utara Pedu Lake Resort can find it al
t here.

Wth a cool breeze bl ow ng, relaxing nusic playing softly in the
background, friendly people, and the beauty of Mot her Nature all around,
any visitor woul d be charmed.

Styled after the traditional Ml ay kanpung or village concept, the
resort has 106 | uxuriously appoi nted del uxe roons and suites that | ooked
nore like traditional Malay attap houses.

Sone cone for the water sports, jungle-trekking or fishing. Gthers, |ike
me, were there to sinply enjoy the beauty of nature.

Afirst-time visitor, Sally Lau of Penang, said her youngest son Adri el
4, enjoyed the experience so nuch that he refused to | eave at the end of
their stay.

"We had to book in advance for our next holiday here," she said. The
fam |y brought al ong nountai n bi kes and di nghy.

Pedu Lake Resort is unique as it offers a taste of kampung lifestyle
with the nodern facilities expected of a three-star resort, said Lau, who
said the fam |y had been holidayi ng abroad for a nunber of years.

She was al so fascinated with the resort's conservation programe,
especially the preservati on of a pokok gelamright in the nmiddle of the
Mal i nja Cof fee House

Nassaruddi n Sani of Asian Adventure (M Sdn Bhd, whi ch has been
organi si ng four-wheel drive events since 1991, visits the resort every two
or three nmonths. "I loveit," he says. "It's not overbuilt and has kept a
big part of the environment."

There's al so an Adventure Canp at the resort which has 16 chalets, two
toilets, a surau, a kitchen and a dining area. The canp can house 80
guests.

Used for notivational canps sessions and physi cal training by conpani es
for their staff, the canp costs RML, 000 a ni ght.

"Here, the aw of the jungle rules. To survive, one has to remain
conpetitive," said RahimSaad, a forner arny engineer who is the resort's
assi stant security chief.

Trees |i ke neranti, merbau, cengal, nering, bul oh, teja, merdang, kenudu
and benang gatal are easily spotted while trekking.

The resort, which covers 160 hectares, was officially | aunched by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad on Aug 11, 1995.

Pedu Lake was fornmerly a vall ey before a damwas built; at some spots,
the | ake is 100 netres deep.

Fl anki ng the resort are lush tropical forests, rich with flora and
fauna. Tourists can fish in the | ake or do a spot of jungle trekking.

For water sports |lovers, there are jetskis, canoes, crusier boats,
jetboats and fishing boats for rental while bird-watching is another
popul ar pasttine. Qtters and ki ngfi shers are quite common whil e i guanas
and nonitor lizards can be seen with a bit of luck; the | ocal s woul d be
nore than willing to tell the visitor where.

For nore i nformati on, contact Desa U ara Pedu Lake Resort's Kual a Lunpur
sales office at Tel: 03-7161325/7166426 (Julia/ Cherie/Naga), while the
resort can be contacted at 04-7328888 (Roslan/lsnail).
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