17/ 10/ 1998

Homestay for tourists only when hosts ready

KUCHI NG Fri. - The TourismMnistry will |aunch the honmestay progranme
for tourists when the host cormunities are ready, the mnister Datuk Dr
Janes Masing sai d today

"The response fromthe host conmmunities is good, but we will check them
when they are ready to wel cone the tourists,” hetoldreporters after
| aunchi ng a conpact disc on the ethnic nusic of Sarawak.

He said the ninistry wanted to check howthe host communities woul d
wel come the tourists.

"W don't want the homestay programme to start on a wong step," he
sai d.

Masi ng said rural communities in Santubong and Bau i n Kuching Di vi si on
had been chosen to be hosts under the programe.

The tourists would live in the way the hosts do and participate in their
daily activities, he said.

Masi ng said the hosts nust be trained to receive the tourists "in order
to make t he honmestay programe a success"

On a statenment by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad t hat
adverse reports on the foreign nedia about Mal aysia had resulted in the
decline of tourist arrivals, Msing said Sarawak was not affected.

"In fact, anincrease inthe arrivals is reported. | will not be
surprised if the increase is between 12 and 15 per cent by the end of the
year.

He al so said that the hotel industry, on the whole, was not doing too
badly in occupancy rate.

Masi ng al so urged the private sector to consult the Mnistry before
bui | di ng hotel s.

"I f they have problens |ater, when the hotels are conpleted, they wll
bl anme us for not doing anything to attract tourists.
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