21/ 06/ 1998

“Honour prom ses nade to peopl e’

UWNO does not need a |l eadership crisis as it is already saddled with
enough problens relating to the econony, environment, water and ill ega
imrgrants to attend to, Sungai Siput division chief Datuk Mhd Padi
Harun sai d yest erday.

He said Umo | eaders, given the mandate by the people, nust ensure
continuity in the struggle to help the Ml ays and be responsi ble for their
actions.

"W have enough problems with illegal immgrants, the haze, economc
downturn, water, salary cuts, retrenchment and unenpl oynent.

"I fear the nation will face a |leadership crisis if the |eaders fail to
honour their prom ses. In fact, sonme sinple prom ses |ike giving zinc roof
to the poor, have yet to be honoured," he said when debating on the
presi dential address.

However, Mohd Padil said | eaders nmust have a | ot of patience because not
all of their actions were acceptable by everyone.

For exanple, on the problemof cronyismand nepoti smraised by Umo
Yout h, he said whether it was true or otherw se depended on one's
interpretation of the subject.

"What is inportant is not to talk frombehind. W also do not want to
hear that (deputy president) Anwar's nen say this and that and the
political secretary to (president) Dr Mahathir say this and that.

"There are others who like to take the opportunity to present what they
hear to the | eaders and hope they will get something in return for
provi di ng such information,"” he added.

Mohd Padil al so said the Governnment should be careful with funds from
organi sati ons such as Petronas and the Enpl oyees' Provi dent Fund.

He said should a | oan be given fromthese organi sations, the Governnent
must be certain that it was to help the small and nedi um scal e i ndustri es.
It must also be certain that the | oans could be repaid as it involved
public funds, he added.

"The Governnent nust al so avoid favouriti smwhen disbursing the |oans,"”
he sai d.

On poison-pen letters and publications ained at tarnishing the i nage of
| eaders, Mohd Padil urged the Home M nistry to take action agai nst those
responsi bl e.

"The Mnistry should arrest the witer of 50 Dalil Kenapa Anwar Ti dak
Bol eh Menj adi Perdana Menteri as well as those who supported the
publication of the book. The wwiter will not dare wite the book if he did
not have the support from soneone.

"I'f we do not act, people will say we have no | aw and anyone can do
anything he likes," he added.

A Pahang del egate, Abdul Aziz Rahnan, said he wanted to know who owned
publications such as Berita Harian, Utusan Mal aysia and the New Straits
Ti mes and who was responsi ble for determi ning the content of the papers.

He sai d when George Soros agreed with sonme of the points raised by the
Prime Mnister during an interview, only The Star published the story in
its front page while the other publications buried the report in the
i nsi de pages.

He said the nass nedia should highlight positive stories that benefited
t he nati on.

On education, Abdul Aziz said Petronas, Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd and Tenaga



Nasi onal Bhd, which have set up universities, should initiate funds to
hel p Mal ays pursue professional courses.
He said studying in private institutions of higher |earning would cost
about RML2, 000 a year, which many Mal ays coul d not afford.
"How are we going to increase the nunber of professionals anong the
Mal ays if they cannot afford to pursue higher education?" he asked.
( END)
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