22/ 01/ 1998
Hospital Pantai sets timeframe for tel enedicine

Ariff Awang

HOSPI TAL Pantai Bhd has set a ti nefrane of three nonths, begi nning today,
to inplenent the tel enedicine servicesinall fiveof its hospitals inthe
country.

The five hospitals are Pantai Medical Centre Sdn Bhd, Cheras Medi ca
Centre Sdn Bhd, Pantai Kl ang Specialist Medical Centre Sdn Bhd, Pal oh
Medi cal Centre Sdn Bhd and its | atest branch i n Penang, Pantai Mitiara
Medi cal Centre Sdn Bhd.

I ts chai rman Mokhzani Mahathir said at present Hospital Pantai is
runni ng the testing stage of operations for the tel enedicine service at
Pantai Medi cal Centre and Pantai Kl ang Speci al i st Medical Centre.

He said at this stage, Tongkah | nformati on Resource Sdn Bhd and t he
joint-venture conpany, Worldcare Health (M Sdn Bhd, will concentrate on
training the hospital staff and nedi cal personnel to get used to the
application of the service system

He was speaking to reporters after a briefing on the tel enedici ne
service by Wrldcare nanagi ng director for Asia, Rajiv Ramaprasad, at the
Pantai Medi cal Centre in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

In 1997, Tongkah Hol di ngs Bhd teanmed up with the US-based Worl dcare Ltd
to formWrldcare Health for the purpose of running the tel enedicine
service within the Hospital Pantai chain and al so to set up eight najor
nodes nati onwi de i n which RML5 mi | lion woul d be i nvested i n the venture,
over the next two years.

Worl dcare Health's paid-up capital at this stage of the tel emedicine
service operations is RM200, 000, sai d Mokhzani, who is al so Tongkah
Hol di ngs executi ve chai r man.

"W started off the service in Pantai Medical and Pantai Kl ang
Specialist first before extending it to our hospital chain and ot her
hospitals as we fanmiliarise the staff and the doctors with the system" he
sai d.

At alater stage, he said, Hospital Pantai will offer the service to
ot her hospitals and clinics, including those in renote areas, whereby t hey
can subscribe to the service

By subscribing to the service, Mdkhzani said, doctors in the clinics can
send cases for di agnosi s and get second opi ni ons on treatnent through the
tel emedi ci ne or tel econsultation service.
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