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Howar d- Mahat hi r
HOMRD W LL MEET MAHATH R UNLI KE OTHER LEADERS

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, Nov 12 (Bernamm) -- Australian Prime Mnister John Howard
said he will hold bilateral talks with his Ml aysi an counterpart Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad in Kual a Lunpur next week unlike other |eaders who wll
be attending the APEC summt.

Howard said close ties between Australia and Mal aysia were nore
i nportant than any boycott over the arrest of forner deputy prime mnister
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahim

He told Parlianment that Australia would not blindly follow the | ead of
countries which were not part of the region

"I think it's very inportant in circunmstances such as this, given the
character of our relationship and given the inportance of the bilatera
rel ationship and the fact we are part of this region, that we don't just
automatically follow the stances of countries that are not part of this
regi on," he said.

"I'f you have concerns about what may be happening inside a country,
your obligation is to neet face to face with the head of governnment of that
country and to express those concerns.

"I will be talking in a very open and constructive fashion to the Prine
M ni ster of Ml aysia," said Howard, who was one of the first |leaders to
express concerns about Anwar's arrest in Septenber.

Howard today al so rai sed concerns over Japan's stand to delay a key
APEC agreenent which will accelerate free trade in 15 key sectors and help
snoot hen the path of 40 per cent of regional trade.

Japan is refusing to lift trade barriers to its forestry and fisheries
industries and is set to offer struggling Asian countries up to A$300
mlionin aid in return for supporting the stand in Kuala Lunpur.

Australian officials said the Japanese stand coul d underm ne the whol e
APEC free trade agenda and woul d send the wong signal to the world about
the future of trade barriers.

Trade M nister TimFischer, who |eft for Kuala Lunmpur |ast night, said
he was di sappointed with Japan's stand.

"I'"'m m ghtly underwhel ned by Japan's approach ... in the lead up to the
Kual a Lumpur neetings," he said.

"I think that the threat of slippage with regard to trade worl dw de is
very real. | think that would be a disastrous course. It would only extend
the econonmic difficulties being faced by so many econom es around the world
at this tine," Fischer added.
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