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HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT NOT NEGLECTED | N 1999 BUDGET

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 23 (Bernama) -- Human resource devel oprment will
continue to get priority in next year's budget through inprovenent of
educational infrastructure and training facilities, Prime Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

A total of RML3.5 billion would be allocated to provide and upgrade
educational infrastructure and supporting facilities as well as curricul um
devel opnent next year, he said when presenting the 1999 Budget at the Dewan

Rakyat here.
Dr Mahathir, who is also First Finance Mnister, said of that ampunt
RVB billion would be for prinmary and secondary education entailing the

openi ng of 183 new primary and secondary schools and construction of
anot her 1,217 new school s next year

Vocati onal and techni cal schools would be upgraded and built
respectively while the intake of students into | ocal universities would be
i ncreased from 77,600 to 84,000 students in 1999.

To accommodat e the increase the government woul d all ocate RW2. 85
billion to upgrade acadenic and teaching facilities, infrastructure and
students acconmodati on

"Among t he physical projects undertaken include the construction of
matricul ation centres, the Medical Faculty of the International Islamc
Uni versity in Pahang and the permanent canpuses for Universiti Ml aysia
Sabah incl uding the branch canpus in Labuan and Universiti Mal aysia
Sar awak, " he sai d.

The governnment would continue to assist students in tertiary
institutions through the National H gher Education Fund whi ch woul d be
injected with RMB20 m|lion next year to be used by sone 24,600 students.

He said RML. 145 billion would be allocated under the Education
Ent repreneur Devel opnent, Human Resources and Youth and Sports mnistries
for skills training in the 79 vocational and technical schools and 16
Skills Devel opnment Training Institutes, anong others.

Not wi t hst andi ng t he econom ¢ sl owdown, the governnent remai ned
concerned with the housing needs of the |lower inconme group and had set up a
nunber of funds nanely, Housing Fund for the Hardcore Poor, the Fund to
Accel erate the Construction of Low Cost Housing and the Revol ving Fund for
Low Cost Housi ng, he said.

Thr ough these funds, 27,500 units of |ow cost houses would be built
during 1998 and 1999 and an additional RWS83 mllion would be set aside for
the construction of quarters for teachers as well as armed forces, police,
custons and i nmm gration personnel

Dr Mahathir said Syari kat Perumahan Negara (the national housing
conpany), which was incorporated early this year with a capital of RwW
billion, would provide |loan facilities to devel opers of |ow cost housing
proj ects.

Some RMP65 million would be spent on nonitoring environmenta
pol I ution, conservation of the country's natural resources and inproving
t he environnent.

An integrated planni ng approach woul d be adopted to ensure sustai nabl e
use and devel opnent of natural resources, conservation of water catchnent
areas as well as preservation of forest reserves, he said.

In addition, the governnment would further enhance cooperation with
nei ghbouring countries, especially those in Asean, to nonitor and overcone



environnental pollution such as last year's forest fires.

As for national security and defence, RMB.73 billion would be allocated
to the police, arnmed forces as well as the prisons and inmgration
authorities, for nmanagenment and operational requirenents, anong other
t hi ngs.

The al l ocation would al so be used for the purchase of mlitary
equi prent, construction of security infrastructure |like police stations,
new prisons and mlitary bases besides operational equi pnment such as
aircraft, radar, marine police boats, patrol cars and conmuni cations
equi prrent .
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