06 JUN 1998
Agong- Speech
| AM SATI SFI ED W TH GOVT' S EFFORTS TO REVI VE ECONOMY- Kl NG

KUALA LUMPUR, June 6 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' afar today expressed satisfaction with the efforts of the governnment of
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to overcome the country's
econom ¢ probl ens.

He al so urged the people to support such efforts as wi thout their
backi ng the governnent would not be successful in reviving the econony.

"I feel proud over the governnment's attitude of not |osing hope inits
efforts to develop the country,” he said at the investiture at |Istana
Negara in conjunction with his official birthday today.

"I realize that it will take time for the econony to recover,” said the
Ki ng who was saddened that the econonmi c downturn affecting the region had
not only stalled devel opment but had also resulted in people losing their
jobs and the industrial sector and busi nesses naking | osses.

The King wanted the government to continue paying attention to the
wel fare of workers who had been nmade jobless by providng themwth skills
training so that the productive ones could work el sewhere.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong was grateful that despite the econonic
downturn the government was continuing to provide help to the needy in the
soci al and health fields and al so undertaki ng | ow and nmedi um cost housi ng
and educati on projects.

H s Majesty noted that the governnent had provided several aid
programes for entrepreneurs such as frachi se business for Bum puteras and
t hey shoul d take advantage of this help to expand their small and nedi um
scal e industries.

"These industries are inportant to create nore medi um cl ass
entrepreneurs and help | ocal industries instead of they depending on
supplies fromforeign sources,"” he said.

The King said efforts to draw foreign investnment and pronote Ml aysi an
products overseas should conti nue.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong al so wanted the strong bond of racial unity
whi ch was the nation's pride, the pillar of harnony and the vita
foundation for progress to be further solidified.

He also called for the preservation and nurturing of the famly unit
based on religious and Eastern val ues.

Dr Mahathir in his congratul atory nessage pl edged loyalty to the King
on behal f of the governnment and people of Ml aysi a.

Pal esti ne Anbassador to Mal aysia Ahmad Al -Farra, as the doyen of the
di pl omati c corps extended birthday greetings to the King.

He noted that the economic crisis affecting the region also had its
i npact on Mal aysi a.

"However, we are confident that the wi se policies and practica
nmeasur es adopted by Your Majesty's governnent, will enable Ml aysia to
overconme this tenporary econom ¢ downturn,"” he said.

Conveyi ng deep appreciation for Malaysia's hospitality, he said the
Mal aysi an experience of the past decade, in terns of econom c growth and
devel opnent was one that was exanplary to other countries.

"We are confident that Malaysia will utilise its vast capabilities and
sound resources to fully realise Vision 2020. This will in turn help
contribute to peace, security and stability, not just in the region but in
the world," he said.

He prai sed Malaysia for the many constructive roles the nation had



effectively played in the United Nations, the Non-Aligned Movenent and its
extensive effort in fostering Islamc solidarity and Sout h- Sout h
Cooperation and in gl obal peacekeepi ng operations.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Cabinet mnisters,
deputy ministers, foreign dignitaries and wives were present at the
cer enony.
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