18 JUN 1998
Umo- Zahi d (Assets)
| HAVE DECLARED NY ASSETS TO MAHATHI R, SAYS ZAH D

KUALA LUMPUR, June 18 (Bernamm) -- Umo Youth chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid
Ham di said today he had declared his assets to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad a nonth after being elected to the post.

"Although | don't hold a post in the governnent, | voluntarily declared
ny assets to the PM" he told reporters at the close of the Umo Youth
assenbl y.

He was responding to a statenent by the Ml aysi an Youth Counci
presi dent Datuk Suhaim |brahimthat Zahid should declare his assets to
avoi d suspi ci ons agai nst him

Asked if he was willing to announce his assets to the Umo del egates,
Zahid said: "lI've have already declared to the PM and the PMdid not make
any coments. At that time the assets were worth nore, now they have cone
down. "

He said he was a businessman and the assets he owned were not stolen or
ill-gotten.

Asked if his success in the business field was not achi eved through
cronism Zahid said he could prove that he had not obtai ned even a single
privitisation project for hinself.

"I didn't get any tenders directly fromthe government and |'ve not
gai ned anything fromny postion as Bank Sinpanan Nasi onal chairman," he
sai d.

On the problenms faced by Sinme Bank Bhd, Zahid said he questioned the
bank's prudence in giving out credit facilities.

"The single custoner limt was ignored, collaterals for |oans were
i nadequate....there was no collateral at all for |oans of tens and hundreds
of mllions of ringgit," he said.

Zahid said he had evidence to back his claimthat Sinme Bank had
approved | oans w t hout adhering to banki ng gui deli nes.

"I have the proof. When the tine cones | will expose it," he added
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