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| HOPE PCLI CE WON T ARREST ANVAR S W FE, SAYS PM

By: Azman U ang

TOKYO, COct 20 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today he personally hopes that the police will not arrest the
wi fe of ousted Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwho appears
to be directly supporting street denonstrations in support of her jailed
husband.

Dr Mahathir said he was sorry for Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan |snail
who seenmed to force the police to arrest her.

"She did the right thing to support her husband but | hope the police
won't arrest her," he said of |ast weekend' s appearance by Dr Azizah in
support of a pro-Anwar denonstration in Kuala Lunpur.

"But what the police will or will not do is their own business," said
the Prime Mnister in reply to questions froma top Japanese busi ness
| eader at a sem nar here.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar had a | ot of support especially anong young
peopl e whom he had "cultivated" to the extent that they had becone
fanatical supporters.

In interviews with various Japanese nedia during his visit here, the
Prime M nster has been repeatedly asked why he fired Anwar | ast nonth and
Anwar's appearance with a black eye followi ng his arrest under the Internal
Security Act (ISA) follow ng anti-governnent riots by his supporters.

But Dr Mahathir said pro-Anwar denonstrations ainmed at bringi ng down
t he governnment woul d not succeed because the vast majority of Mal aysi ans
woul d not support "street nobs" simlar to those that toppled Indonesian
Presi dent Suharto in May.

He said Anwar had a | ot of supporters especially anmong young people to
the extent that they had now beconme fanatical supporters who protested over
how Anwar had been treated followi ng his arrest.

"Anwar is a great and very convincing orator and soneone who appears to
be very religious and so he has fanatical supporters behind himbut the
situation in Malaysia is not as bad as what you see on CNN, CNBC or BBC, "
he said.

Hat akeyama, a former Vice Mnister of International Trade and Industry,
has asked Dr Mahathir why so many peopl e had come out in support of Anwar
si nce he was sacked.

The Prime Mnister said the dismssal of Anwar was different from
simlar actions he took against a nunber of other mnisters previously only
because Anwar did not accept it and instead took to the streets with his
supporters to bring down the governnent.

Anwar, who has pl eaded i nnocent to 10 charges of sexual m sconduct and
corruption, is under remand in jail pending his trial schedul ed to begin
from Nov 2.

Asked why the Mal aysi an governnment seened to have found Anwar guilty of
t he charges he faces even before his trial had begun, Dr Mahathir said the
government did no such thing.

"I have only renmoved himfromthe government and that is nmy right as
Prime Mnister. But the foreign nmedia has deci ded the government is bad.
You are doing the conviction," he told a packed news conference |ater at
the Japan National Press C ub before | eaving home after a five-day visit.

On the nove by Indonesian President B.J. Habibie and Philippine
Presi dent Joseph Estrada to link their attendance at next nmonth's summit in
Kual a Lunmpur of the Asia-Pacific Econom c Cooperation (Apec) forumwith



government treatnment for Anwar, he said both presidents had every right to
express their own opinions on the matters but not to interfere in
Mal aysia's internal affairs.

"It's for themto decide whether they will attend. | nyself did not
attend the Apec summit in Seattle (in 1993). But people should al so | ook at
t hensel ves whether they are qualified to criticise us," added the Prine
M ni ster.

Reports from Manila said Estrada would attend the sunmt despite his
vocal criticismof the treatment for Anwar and wel coned an offer nade by Dr
Mahat hir during his visit here to allow himto visit Anwar in prison.

"The president will definitely attend Apec and if the occasion arises
and there are no | egal obstacles, the president is interested in seeing M
Anwar, " his spokesman was quoted as sayi ng yesterday.

But Hat akeyama, the Jetro chairman, told the sem nar earlier that he
visited I ndonesia recently and the economc situation in the country had
wor sened coupled with continuing political instability.

According to him the nost worrying was the spectre of social unrest in
I ndonesi a because the price of rice had gone up by four tinmes that before
the fall of President Suharto

He said he had been told that the rising price of rice was due to the
rice trade in Indonesia being in the hands of the Chinese |Indonesians but
since many of themhad fled the country following riots in May, the rice
trade had been di srupted.

"I have been told that it would take 15 years for the Indonesian
economy to recover," said Hatakeyanma, adding that the country was without
poltical stability.

As he put it: "Wthout political stability there will be no economc
stability and wi thout economic stability, there is no political stability
in I ndonesi a.

"I have been told that there are going to be a new round of street
denonstration and that President Habibie will be out of office if there are
mass denonstrations,” said Hatakeyama, whose views are considered bold by
Japanese standard.

At his pre-departure news conference later, Dr Mahathir al so said he
wel coned the opportunity to speak to such a | arge gathering of the
i nternational nmedia and appealed to themto give Mal aysia "fair reporting"

"Ml aysi a has been receiving very bad press for the |ast one year. W\
don't seemto be doing anything right to you, whether in our economc or
donmestic policies.

"I"'monly asking you to give us the sane treatnent as you give to those
who are against us. After all press freedom al so neans being fair and the
press should be fair to us,"” he said.

The Prime Mnister said if negative reporting on Mal aysia was to be
bel i eved, then terrible things would be happening in the country but the
fact was that Ml aysia was doi ng much better than its nei ghbours who have
gone to the International Mnetary Fund (I M).

He al so said the financial problens of Southeast Asia and the Pacific
regi on woul d be di scussed thoroughly at the Apec Summit to find sone kind
of an understandi ng on how to handl e the crisis.
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