04/ 09/ 1998
"I will fight to prove ny innocence

Rashi d Yusof; Sa'odah Elias

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mvowed today that he woul d
fight to prove his innocence, saying he had enough docunented evi dence,
tapes and statutory declarations to back his defence.

The former Deputy Prine Mnister told a Press conference there was no
basis for the allegations that he was involved in sexual inpropriety,
endangering national security and corrupt practices.

Responding to his renoval fromthe Cabinet yesterday and the all egations
in the Hi gh Court today that he was involved inillicit sexual activities,
Anwar said he was a victimof "scurrilous allegations".

About 200 nmenbers of the print and el ectronic nedia packed his house at
Bukit Damansara for the Press conference.

Anwar was renoved as Deputy Prinme M nister and Finance M nister
yesterday. He said this cane after an ultimatumby Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad that he (Anwar) either resign or face the sack
with the possibility of charges being brought agai nst him

After consulting with Dr VWan Azi zah, Anwar said he told Dr Mahathir that
he was not prepared to subnmit to the conspiracy to underm ne his position
and to defeat himthrough nasty schenes.

He said: "I told himand | challenge himto use denocratic neans to
unseat ne and not to submt to pressure fromsone quarters close to him
influential or otherwise to continue this schene.”

Anwar sai d he had expected his renoval for sonetinme already and in
anticipation, even had arranged for his own house to be vacated three
mont hs ago. (He has been occupying the official residence in Jalan

Damansar a) .
He al so thanked the Prinme M nister, saying that other than "ny rea
father, | regard himin all sincerity as ny own father ... although not

all fathers treat their children fairly".

Anwar also alluded to his relationship with Datuk S. Nal |l akaruppan, the
Magnum Cor poration director of public affairs now bei ng detai ned under the
Internal Security Act; his commtment to reforns; and how he thought a
red-carpet treatnment accorded to himby US Defence Secretary WIIliam Cohen
had triggered petty jeal ousi es.

Anwar descri bed Nal | akarupan as "an occasional tennis partner” who
sometines followed himon overseas trips together with "hundreds of
ot hers".

Anwar said he saw the all egations against himas the first case of noral
conduct in the Governnent, claimng that this had never been an issue in
t he past.

"(What is) nobst unfortunate is the fabrication that even shocked ne
personal |y, because this is contrary to the notion of justice," he said.

"You can always frane them you can al ways put prejudicial evidence
agai nst them howis it only when the question or allegation that | am now
preparing to challenge the president of the party that suddenly | have
becone a threat to the country, a foreign agent, the nbst corrupt person.

“I'f I had continued to show ny total loyalty, none of this would arise."

He added that |eaders of Umo, other conponent parties of the Barisan
Nasi onal , DAP and Pas had tel ephoned himas friends and fell ow party
nmenber s.

He said he would continue efforts toward reform a civil society, a
freer Press and appealed to "friends in the party and in the Opposition



and rakyat in general"” not to be taken in by the canpai gn agai nst him

Referring to his famly, he said: "I amproud to have Azi zah by ne and
the children. | amcertainly sorry for themfor having to deal with this,
and | hope the Ml aysi an nedi a which have been kind to ne in the past wll
give me at | east an opportunity to explain and defend ny case."

On all egations that he had fathered a child with the wife of his aide
Azmn Ali, Anwar clained that two DNA tests, one of which was done abroad,
had proven that Azmin and his wife were the biol ogical parents of the
chi | d.
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