10 SEP 1998
Zahi d- Post
I WLL NOT RESI GN AS UVWNO YOUTH CHI EF- ZAHI D

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 10 (Bernamm) -- Umo Youth Chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahid
Ham di, seen as a strong supporter of fornmer Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim said today he will not resign fromthe post and wll
leave it to the Umo Suprene Council to decide his position in the
novenent .

He said the novenment's executive committee nmeeting today unani nously
resol ved that his position in the novenent be decided by party president
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and the Umo Suprene Council.

Speaking to reporters after chairing a five-hour neeting of the
conm ttee, Ahmad Zahid said there were nenbers of the committee who had
asked himto resign over the question of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahinms renpval
from his governnment posts and expul sion fromthe party.

According to party nmenbers who were present, the nmeeting was held in a
heat ed at mosphere with all 25 committee nmenbers being given the opportunity
to speak.

However Umo Yout h vice-head Datuk H shanmuddi n Tun Hussein said the
di scussions were held rationally taking into account Umo's interests,
unity and the party's inage.

At the outset of the brief press conference, Ahnad Zahid said the Youth
nmovenent had unani nously accepted the deci si on announced by H shanuddi n on
Tuesday.

H shanuddi n had stated on Tuesday that 21 of the 25 nenbers of the Ummo
Yout h executive comm ttee supported the decision of the Umo Suprene
Council to expel Anwar fromthe party and the Prinme Mnister's decision to
sack himfromthe Cabinet.

He had al so announced that the 21 menbers rejected the reform novenent
| aunched by Anwar.

On Tuesday, Hi shanuddin had chaired a special neeting attended by 16
nmenbers of the Umo Youth Executive Committee while five others did not
attend but agreed to go along with whatever decision taken

Those who di stanced thensel ves fromthe neeting were Ahmad Zahi d,

Rusl an Kassi m (Negeri Senbilan Umo Youth Chief), Saifuddin Nasution
(Assistant Secretary) and Dr Abdul Rahi m Mohd Ghouse (Penang Umo Youth
Chi ef)

Ahmad Zahid had earlier been pressued by Umo Youth | eaders fromthe
state and divisional levels "to resign honourably" for failing to express
t he novenent's support for Anwar's expul sion and for being frequently in
the former Deputy Prime Mnister's house.

"They cannot force nme to resign, I will not resign fromthe post,"” he
sai d.

Ahmad Zahid said he would not step down as he was el ected by the
del egates and in line with the Umo constitution and regul ati ons he coul d
not be sacked fromthe post.

"If any anong the conmttee nenbers are not happy with my remaining as
head of the novement, then they will have to wait for the party president
to make a decision on ny position," he said.

Ahmad Zahid said the call for his resignation "bore heavily on ne."

H shanmuddi n said Ahnmad Zahid's decision was in line with the Umo
constitution and party regul ati ons.

He urged Umo Youth nenbers to calnmy face the present situation.

He al so said the novenent's nenbers would explain to party grassroots



t he expul sion of Anwar |brahimfrom Umo and his renoval fromthe Cabinet.

Anwar, who was sacked as Deputy Prime Mnister and Mnister of Finance
and expelled from Umo | ast week over allegations of sexual m sconduct had
resolutely said he was innocent of the things he was being accused of.

He al so clainmed he was a victimof a conspiracy to renmove him

One of the committee nenbers Zein Isma Isnmail said he was confi dent
that the issue would not divide the novenent but rather it would energe
stronger to chanpion the party's struggle.

He said Umo Youth condemmed the reform novenent | aunched by Anwar and
his supporters as this, according to him would divide the comunity.
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