12/ 11/ 1998
| brahim s arts museumin Langkawi all set to open

Radzi Sapi ee
KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The | brahi mHussein arts nuseumin Langkawi is ready
to open its doors to visitors, especially | eaders conming for the Asia
Paci fi c Econonic Co-operation sunmit this week.

Artist Datuk |brahi mHussein, who has spent 11 years doi ng shows al
over the world to raise noney to make the nuseuma reality, said the
museum had been in place since Mnday.

He said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, who visited the
site three nonths ago, had asked if the nuseumcould be conpleted in tine
for the sunmmt.

"Now that it is ready, | amonly awaiting the Prime Mnister's
confirmati on on whether he will include a visit to the nuseumin the
summ t programe,” lbrahimtold the New Straits Tines after the | aunch of

hi s book, Once, here yesterday. It contains photographs of his works.

He said the nuseumwas the only one of its kind in the world and woul d
be a boon for art |overs.

"First of all, it is the only nmuseum dedi cated to an artist who is stil
alive.

Secondly, the nmuseumis not for nmy works or paintings and scul ptors
only. In future, visitors can expect even those |ike singer and songwiter
Qui ncy Jones to put up a show with acconpanyi ng jam sessions," he said.

A copy of Once was auctioned for RM3,000 after the | aunch. Another 200
were of fered at RML, 000 each

The proceeds will go towards the museum and the |brahi mHussein Museum
and Cul tural Foundati on.

| brahi msaid the book was call ed Once because in Spanish it nmeans el even
- the number of years he had spent to nake the nuseuma reality.

At the launch, Land and General Bhd chairman Tan Sri Van Azm Wan
Hanzah, who is also on the foundation's board of trustees, said the
construction of the nuseumwent through a bit of difficulty due to the
econom ¢ sl owdown.

Al so at the |aunch was the Raja Muda of Sel angor Tengku ldris Shah, who
| brahi m described as a friend and an art | over.
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