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| F YOU BELI EVE CNN, THERE ARE RI OTS EVERY HOUR, SAYS MAHATH R

By: Azman U ang

TOKYO, COct 16 (Bernamm) -- Tel evision news channels |ike CNN and CNBC
canme under fire fromPrime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
for portraying as if anti-governnent riots happen every hour in Ml aysia
since the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimas deputy prime mnister.

He singl ed out the Singapore-based Anerican-owned CNBC for bl owi ng out
of proportion rallies held occasionally by Anwar supporters.

Answering questions at a forum attended by about 100 corporate |eaders,
bankers and academi ci ans here, the prinme mnister |ikened the hourly
repl ays of scenes of rioting in Malaysia to that showi ng President dinton
huggi ng ex-Wiite House intern Mnica Lew nsky.

"I have seen CNN showi ng President dinton huggi ng Monica Lew nsky at
| east 1,000 tinmes already. | think the huggi ng happened only once,"” he
sai d.

"CNN and especially CNBC have been showi ng the riots by Anwar
supporters every hour as if there are riots in Malaysia all the tine," said
Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir spoke of the law in Mal aysia which made it illegal for as
many as five people to hold an assenbly w thout police permt and said
police action agai nst such assenblies was only in accordance with the rule
of | aw.

He was al so asked about Anwar's appearance with a black eye in a Kual a
Lunpur H gh Court to face charges of sodony and corruption earlier this
nont h.

Anwar had all eged that he was beaten up by the police follow ng his
detention under the Internal Security Act (ISA) on Sept 20.

Anwar, who pleaded not guilty to the charges, has since been rel eased
fromI| SA detention but is being remanded in the Sungai Bul oh prison outside
Kual a Lunmpur pending his trial which begins on Nov 2.

The prime mnister said he too was "angry and concer ned" about
al l egations of police brutality against his former deputy.

"This is something we don't tolerate and investigations are still going
on to determ ne what actually happened. Those responsible will be punished
accordingly," he said.
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