24 SEP 1998
LEAD Mahat hir-1SA
| LLEGAL RALLIES CAN CAUSE RI OTS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 24 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
today public rallies organised by Anwar's supporters were banned to prevent
racial riots.

"I'f we're responsible people we have to stop them if we allow the
rallies they may develop into |looting, rape and the like," the prine
m ni ster said.

He said this when asked whether the illegal rallies organised by the
fornmer deputy prime mnister's supporters could lead to racial riots.

Asked why such rallies were only banned now, he said there had al ways
been a ban on public rallies in Ml aysia, not only now.

VWhen Anwar was doing it, he was breaking the | aw, he said.

The police were quite I enient when they allowed Anwar to hold rallies,
he added.

Dr Mahathir was speaking to reporters after chairing the Nationa
I nformati on Technol ogy Council neeting at the Prime Mnister's Departmnent,
here.

Anwar had organi sed | arge-scale public rallies nationw de after he | ost
hi s governnent and political posts. The rallies were held at his house,
nosques and open areas |ike Merdeka Square to gain public synpathy.

Tonmorrow, his supporters are said to be planning to hold another rally
at Masjid Negara.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar's supporters had desecrated nosques and were
sacrilegious to Islamand tried to incite the people to revolt with the aim
of creating riots |ike those seen recently in Jakarta.

"They reckon that if this is achieved the government is toppled and as
such, no trial can be held,"” he added.

"We cannot do anything, if we are rough, the CNBC (foreign tel evision
station) will cone and show the pictures 15 tinmes a day," he said,
sarcastically referring to CNBC, which had sent its representative to the
news conference, and other foreign nmedia which had constantly aired
pi ctures of Anwar's supporters denonstrating.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar was afraid of being tried in court for his
al | eged of fences because then everything would come to |ight.

"So his supporters will do what they can to block an open trial. Anwar
wants to be tried by his supporters, he does not want to be tried in court
because fromthe begi nning he has said that there is a pact between the
court, police, prosecutor and I and that it is all a conspiracy,"” he said.

On the arrests of several people, including Anwar, under the Interna
Security Act (ISA), the prine mnister said he believed that the police had
good reasons to arrest them

He said such arrests were usually done for the purpose of questioning
in connection with activities prejudicial to the nation's security.

He said the police acted according to their own assessnent.

On Sunday, police arrested Anwar for instigating rioting by his
supporters after leading a rally at Masjid Negara, here.

Several others linked to Anwar's "reformasi” (reforn) novenent,

i ncluding Umo Yout h Chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hami di and four top | eaders of
the Islam c Youth Movenent of Ml aysia (Abin), were also arrested under the
ISA in the last three days.

Replying to a question on the concern of some people over Anwar's

arrest, Dr Mahathir said this was the opinion of only a minority who |iked



to speak of such things to the foreign nedia.

The CNBC reporter also asked Dr Mahathir on Anwar's recorded nessage
made before his arrest and aired by CNBC today which, anmong ot her things,
accused Dr Mahat hir as being "hungry for power and noney and basically
spending the interest of the country for your fam |y and cronies".

"Yes, of course, | amrenaining in power because of mny cronies and
famly, and you are free to air this every half an hour because you own the
medi a and you can tell lies to the whole world and influence the whol e

wor | d agai nst us.

"W are powerless to do anything against you, so that is the rights of
the nmedia. What rights | have, of course, is of no interest of you, you can
tell lies go on, | don't care. If you want to believe that, you are wel cone
to believe that," he said.

Dr Mahat hir, when asked whether the government woul d take any action
agai nst the foreign nedia portraying negative and untrue reports, said:
"This is freedom of speech, and freedom of speech includes freedomto tel
lies, so we have to accept that."

The prime mnister said the recent foreign nedia reports on Ml aysia
showed that the natives were not capable of running the country
denocratically and that Mal aysia should resort to being a colony under a
foreign rule.
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