16 JAN 1998
Mahat hi r - Candessus
| MF CH EF HOLD TALKS W TH DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- International Mnetary Fund (1 M)
managi ng director M chel Candessus met Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today to di scuss, anbng others, the current economc
probl ems facing several Asian countries, including Mlaysia.

The nmeeting was held at the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysia would discuss its views on
the current economic crisis with Candessus.

Kual a Lunmpur has said that it has no intention of seeking | M
assi stance.

Candessus, who arrived here yesterday for a two-day visit, is schedul ed
to neet Bank Negara officials later. He net Treasury officials earlier.

The I MF chief held talks with Deputy Prine Mnister and Fi nance
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimat the Treasury yesterday.

Candessus is visiting a nunber of Asian countries, including South
Korea, in efforts to mtigate the econonic crisis facing the region.

VWi le in Indonesia yesterday, Candessus and | ndonesi an President
Suharto signed a nenorandum on the accel eration of reforns to deal with
I ndonesia's financial turnoil.

The menorandum sets out fresh steps |Indonesia nust take under a US$43
billion bail out package agreed with the I M- | ast Cctober.

Candessus will | eave for Singapore |ater today. -- BERNAVA
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