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Donpok- PDS
| MPORTANT FOR BN TO CONTI NUE TO RULE SABAH, SAYS DOVPOK

KOTA Kl NABALU, Aug 14 (Bernamm) -- It is inmportant for the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) to continue to rule Sabah if the people do not want to be
deprived of devel opnent in years to cone, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok sai d today.

He said this question of the BN continuing to govern Sabah up to the
year 2020 and after is one of the nost critical issues, needing the
attention of the people of Sabah when they face the state el ection

"This is inmportant to ensure continued political stability and the sane
government continuing with nmeasures to increase the wealth of the nation
and be enjoyed by the people,” he said in his keynote address at the fourth
congress of the Parti Denokratik Sabah (PDS), here.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad who is al so BN Chairman
opened the congress. Dr Mahathir is on a three-day visit to Labuan and
Sabah from yesterday.

Donpok, who is PDS president, said the Kadazandusun conmunity which
served as the pillar to PDS nmust continue to support the BN, not only to
ensure that they would not be left fromthe mainstream of nationa
devel opnent but also to ensure that the people remained united under the
BN.

He sai d the Kadazandusun comunity should not fall for narrow
sentiments fanned by the opposition because only the BN had been proven to
be fair and the only coalition party which could chanpion the wel fare of
conmunities in Ml aysia.

For the past four years, the PDS had inplenmented various progranmes
towards this and these included the setting up of the Kadazandusun Chanber
of Commerce and Industry (KCCl), Kadazandusun Language Foundati on (KLF) and
several networks of socio-economic institutions for the conmunity, he said.

Donpok, who is al so Sabah BN chief, rem nded the people of Sabah not to
i nsist on the post of departnental head in federal departnents in Sabah be
given to the | ocal s because what was inportant was positive contribution to
nati on buil di ng.

"The participation of Sabah born in the federal public service is
i mportant, nore so if they are qualified to hold the post of departnenta
head. But is the post so critical to us that we ignore the question of
ef fecti veness and wor k performance?" he said.

In this connection, he said the systemof nultiple representation
founded by the late Tun Abdul Razak Hussein and still practised by the BN
to these days had guaranteed the voice of all conmunities be heard and
gi ven due consideration in forumof the party and the BN governnent.

Conmpared to the previous alliance system a conmunity need not
necessarily be represented by only one party in the BN under the nutliple
representati on systemas the interest would continue to be saf eguarded
t hrough the politics of consultation, based on soci o-econom c and religious
background of a group

Donpok al so said one of the reasons for the fall of past BN governnents
in Sabah (like USNO SCA and Berjaya) was the failure to inplement in a fair
and just manner the concept of power-sharing, resulting in certain
communi ties feeling neglected.

In the context of Sabah which has nmany political parties, he said the
BN conponent parties should be sensitive to the aspirations of certain
conmunities or groups to avoid such feeling from becom ng w despread after



which it would be too late to save a political institution

"In this connection, every conponent party nust take the initiative to

explain the history, concept, principle, philosophy of struggle, charter
and vision of the BN to their nenbers,"” he said.
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