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By: Jamal uddi n Muhamrad

SADAO (Sout hern Thail and), July 22 (Bernama) -- The significance of the
new y-1aunched Inland Contai ner Depot (I1CD) here lies in the foresight to
put into place the mechani snms for econonically bel eaguered Ml aysia and
Thailand to benefit froma turnaround |ater.

The 1CD, an initiative under the |Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand-G owth
Triangle (I MI-GT), was officially |aunched | ast Saturday.

"Al t hough Thail and and Mal aysia are now facing econonmic difficulties
this should not be an excuse for us not to continue with beneficial
projects," said Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.

The 1CDis jointly devel oped by Ml aysia's Konsorti um Per kapal an Bhd
and Puan Mal ee Wanasook and her famly from Thail and.

"It is therefore heartening to see that the private sector is also
taking the cue in forging closer transportation |inks between Ml aysia and
Thai | and, " said Ling.

Ling and Thai National Assenbly President Wannmuhanadnoor Matha jointly
officiated at the 1CD s inauguration, synbolising the |ong
institutionalised cooperation between Ml aysia and Thailand in
transportation.

"The project will help to generate economies in the region and benefit
all the people," Ling said.

Wannuhamadnoor said: "The project is inportant because it will help
transport goods not only in the I M-GI area but al so Asean and | ndochina."
The I1CD, the fourth in Thailand, would boost the containerisation of
goods and inprove the efficiency of nmulti-nodal transportation for

i nporters and exporters in the region.

The Sadao |1 CD |inks Penang Port and Padang Besar to the south with
Bangkok Port in the north.

"The Sadao ICD will boost the regionalisation drive opening up the
markets and integrating the econom es of Thail and and Mal aysia," said KPB
G oup Executive Chairman M rzan Mhathir.

It would al so be a boon for bilateral trade in industrial conponents,
food and consuner products between the two countries, he said.

To run the ICD, Mrzan's KPB and Mal ee set up a 40-60 joint venture
conpany called KPB Sadao ICD Co Ltd with an authorised capital of 60
mllion Bath (about RM6 million).

Mal ee, who is KPB Sadao I CD Co Ltd chairman, said the project could
pronmote cl oser bilateral cooperation between Thail and and Ml aysi a.

The current vol une of containers nmoving between the two countries is
estimated at 6,000 TEUs a nonth.
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