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In one way or another, all are on trial

A. Kadir Jasin
WHEN Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahimis brought to court tonorrow to answer four
charges of corrupt practices, he is not alone in facing the trial.

Al of us, no matter how renotely connected we are to his case, are on
trial in one way or another

The Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, is on trial. Umo is
ontrial. The local and foreign nmedia is on trial. The police are on
trial. The judicial systemis on trial.

While Anwar is on trial for the alleged of fences, others are being
judged for their part in the case.

Through it, the Prinme Mnister will be judged on his decision to drop
Anwar fromthe Cabi net on the ground for which his fornmer protege will be
tried.

Umo, in particular its suprenme council, will be judged on its decision
to sack Anwar fromthe party for a sinilar reason

The nedia will be judged on its treatnent of Anwar's sacking, his
illegal assenblies and marches, his arrest under the Internal Security Act
and not the least his fanpus bl ack eye.

The police will be on trial for their investigations of Anwar's case and
their treatnent of himduring his detention under the | SA especially his
bl ack eye.

Anwar's bl ack eye has | ong heal ed but our black eye remains until the
truth is told and appropriate renedial action taken.

On trial are the reformasi protesters who have been taking to the
streets since Anwar's sacking, agitating the police, pronoting violence
and taking grave chances with the lives of others.

The trial, though the sane as others fromthe | egal point of view is an
i nportant one. Anwar is not an ordinary defendant and neither are the
of fences he is charged with.

While the lawabiding citizens are relieved that his trial will nove
fromthe streets to the courtroom others seemnot too keen to allow due
process to take its course.

They are bent on keeping his defence in the streets and on the Internet
as if they fear the truth

For that reason alone, the trial is inportant. The trust and fate of so
many are in the hands of so few Their every word, decision and ruling
will be closely scrutinised at hone and abr oad.

Yet if we believe in the rule of aw, we have nothing to fear fromthe
trial.

| nst ead we should accord the court and its | earned officers the peace of
m nd and physical safety to carry out their tasks so that truth prevails.

Anwar's supporters, if they truly believe in him should believe in his
form dabl e defence team In his teamare sone of the country's best |ega
m nds.

The publicity and attention alone is sufficient to ensure a fair trial
provi ded nobody bungl es and | aw and order is mmintained.
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