08/ 06/ 1998

I ndi an busi nessnmen wel cone PM s pl edge of assi stance

JOHOR BARU, Sun. - The Johor Indian Busi ness Associ ati on today wel coned
the Prime Mnister's assurance that the needs of all Ml aysi ans woul d be
taken care of during these difficult tinmes.

Ji ba president P. Sivakumar said Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s pl edge
that the Governnment was taking neasures to ensure all received assistance
was al so very gratifying

He said such comm tnent by the country's top | eadership was a cl ear
testinmony that the Governnent had the interest and well-being of al
Mal aysi ans at heart.

"This is the best manifestation of a good Governnent," he said, adding
that it was very heart-warm ng to know the Governnent recogni sed that al
sections of the popul ati on had been hit hard by the economni c probl ens.

Si vakumar was commenting on the Prine Mnister's speech in Kuala Lunpur
yesterday in conjunction with the 76th birthday of the Yang di - Pertuan
Agong Tuanku Ja' af ar.

Anong others, Dr Mahathir had assured Mal aysi ans that no one woul d be
negl ected or their problens gl ossed over by the Governnent during the
current econom c situation

He al so said everyone, from unenpl oyed workers and traders to small and
bi g entrepreneurs, would recei ve assi stance or have their burdens eased as
the situation was not of their own naking.

Si vakumar sai d Ji ba, a non-governnental organisation dedicated to
hel pi ng I ndi an busi nessnen i n Johor, appreciated the Governnent's
comm t nent and pl edge of assi stance.

Ji ba provi des managerial and technical support to |Indian businesses, and
is involved in skills training, and joint ventures with Bum putera and
Chi nese enterprises. It also part of a transport consortium

Si vakumar sai d one sector of the econony badly in need of governnent
support and assi stance was the transport industry. Small independent lorry
operators are anong the worst hit by the sl owdown.

"Hundreds of lorry operators have |l ost their vehicles to banks and
fi nance conpanies for defaulting on their nortgage paynents. Jiba appeals
to the Prine Mnister to work out a noratoriumwi th the financial
institutions to allowthe lorry operators to pay only interest on their
| oans for six nonths, until the situation inproves.

"W thout government intervention, nmore operators will have to close shop
and this will affect the econonmy even further."
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