08/ 11/ 1998
I ndustries urged to include waste nanagenent in costs

Rashi d Yusof; Kamarul zaman Sal | eh

PORT DI CKSON, Sat. - The RMB18 million-integrated schedul ed waste
managenent centre - the country's first - was today decl ared open by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad who said i ndustries shoul d include
wast e managenent in their overhead costs.

Dr Mahathir said the nation's quest for devel oped status through
advances in the industrial sector should be conplenented by the
appropriate cul ture which included spendi ng on waste nanagenent .

He said sone of the sophisticated industries gave rise to problems |ike
the ki nd of waste generated.

At the sane tine, the facility to process the waste requires high
technol ogy which did not conme cheap. Dr Mahathir said this would be
reflected in the fees.

Because of this, he said, sonme factories preferred to store waste on
their premi ses given the savings in expenditure.

However, this practice could be dangerous, he added.

"Factories should consider the paynments as part of overhead costs and
not seek to cut costs by storing and di sposing off waste
i ndiscrimnately."

In this context, the Governnment being mndful of its responsibilities,
woul d be nonitoring the situation with regards to those breaking the | aw.

"The Governnent will be conpelled to act,” Dr Mahat hir warned. He al so
acknow edged the need to reduce the high cost of transporting the waste
fromall over the country to the centre.

The facility, in Bukit Nanas near here, was now fully operational.

It can treat all 107 categories of schedul ed waste |isted under the
Envi ronnental Quality Regul ati ons 1989, except radi oactive, pathol ogica
and expl osi ve wast e.

The project is undertaken by Kualiti Al am Sdn Bhd.

To date, 757 conpani es of a possible 3,000 had signed up to send waste
to Kualiti Al am

It has collected 63,000 tonnes of schedul ed waste agai nst a capacity of
120, 000 t onnes.

Al so present were Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanmad | sa Abdul Sanad,

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnment M nister Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng and
Kualiti Alam chairman Tan Sri Razali |smail

The Prime M nister al so comrended the Negri Senbilan Government for
accepting the plant to be |ocated here at a tinme when such a facility was
needed but others were not willing to take it.

He was al so confident the managenent would | ook into the safety aspects
of the workers and of the environnent.

Speaking to reporters, the Prine Mnister was al so asked to comment on
costs, a recurring issue with the Cabinet having reportedly directed
Kualiti Alamto reduce its fees by 10 per cent as an interimnmeasure | ast
year.

Dr Mahathir said he was confident costs could be reduced if all the
3,000 conpani es used the facility.

"When the facility is fully utilised, costs will go down. But when the
plant is not fully utilised, the costs will be high."

In his speech, Razali said about 90 per cent of the steel structure and
conmponents for the waste managenent were nmade and assenbl ed i n Mal aysi a.

"This is a feat for the |local engineering industry,” he said.
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