08 FEB 1998

| NFORVATI ON M NI STRY TO START LOYALTY FUND FOR STAFF

JOHOR BAHARU, Feb 8 (Bernama) -- The Information Mnistry will launch a
Nati onal Loyalty Fund tonmorrow to encourage its officers and staff to save
t hrough vol untary contri butions.

M ni ster Datuk Seri Mhaned Rahmat said the contributions, to be made
nmont hly and according to the nmeans of the staff, was in response to the
governnent's call to the people to save.

"(Datuk Seri) Dr Mhathir (Mhamad) has called on all the communities
to save. W will start with officers and staff of the mnistry and agencies
under it," he told reporters, here, yesterday.

He said the mnistry did not propose to nmake sal ary deductions for the
pur pose because the contributions were on a voluntary basis.

He al so said that the mnistry was discussing with the Treasury to
start a trust account so that the fund was recogni sed by the government.

This was to ensure that there was no abuse and the ministry hoped the
money fromthe fund could be invested in the stock market, he added.

Mohamed said the mnistry woul d al so conduct a nati onwi de canpai gn to
i npress on the people the inportance of saving for their wellbeing. --
BERNANA
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